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TO TH« 

MESSRS. HARPERS, IN NEW-YORK. 

My Dear Nbphxws: — 

As you thought that the children of our country 
were pleased with the little book which I sent you 
before, and therefore requested me to write out 
another and send it to you to print, I have complied 
with your wishes, and now send you our conversa* 
tions on a very important subject, — ^that is, the 
Christian religion. I do not know whether our 
little friends will be as much pleased with this book 
as they were with the first : it is a different kind 
of book, but I think they can understand it, and I 
hope it will repay them for the trouble of reading it. 
It is nothing but an account of things which hap- 
pened a long time since, with the proof that they did 
happen: and I think that children can understand 
proof very well, if it be made plain to them. You 
must let the children know that the girls come to 
see me now as well as the boys ; and in this book, 
as they will see, I have talked to them all together. 
Be so good as to inform them, too, that we have 
had conversations on several other subjects, which 
I may perhaps send to you, if they wish them. 

1 received from you the letter which a little girl 
KDt to you, desiring you to ask UucVe VYic^"^ 
to talk with the children about Hialoiy. "^^^ 



Iier that we have had a long conversat 
Virginia, and another about New- York, ai 
chusetts ; and the children here are anxioi 
the history of their own country : so that 
stop, I suppose I shall be obliged to tell 
history of all the States ; and, if you print 
little girl who wrote the letter to you 
them. We have also had much conversal 
the different kinds of trees which grow in 
and their uses ; and perhaps the children 
pleased with that subject. Farewell, from 

Unci 

Newtoum, February 4th j 1834. 



We have had a drawing made of our w 
uncle, in his study, with the children aroi 
and we assure our little friends that the lil 
the old gentleman is as correct as any we 
of him. 

The PuBLisi 



ETIDENCES 



OF 



CHRISTIANITY. 



CONVERSATIONS 



ON THS 



EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 



CONVERSATION I. 

Uhde PhUip comes homcj and the Boys Jma 
a Subject for him to talk about. He tilBs 
them a /Story. 

'^ Ah ! dear Unde Philip ; how glad we are 

to see you again. We knew that you had 

come back from New- York; and the very 

'amnent that school was dismissed, we ran 

<tf to see you." 

** Thank you, thank you^ my dear boys ; 
but how did you kn»w that I had reached 
home r 

<< Why, Charles Brown came into school and 
UM us, that as he passed by your house he 
law the windows open, and ycnit oVi dsy^ 
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Trusty lying by the gate ; and we knev 
that if Trusty was at home, Uncle Philip wa 
not far off." 

" Very good, bojrs : so much for taking nc 
tice that I and my dog are apt to be togethe] 
But where are the other boys ? Here are bu 
three of you. I hope all my little friends ar 
well." 

" Oh, yes, very well ; and here they com< 
We ran faster than they did, that's all." 

. " Ah, I see them now : well, my dear chi! 
dren, how do you do ?" 

" All well, Uncle Philip, and very happy t 
see you at home once more. We have longe 
for your return. Did you bring home th 
book about insects which you said you woul 
get from your nephews ?" 

"Yes, boys; I brought that and a grea 
many others besides, all of which we will rea 
at our leisure : but here is one which I thin 
it is not necessary for you to read, because yo 
already know all that is in it." 

"Let us see it, if you please, Uncle Philij 
What is this? — 'Natural History, or Unci 
Philip's Conversations with the Childre 
atbout Tools and Trades among the Inferic 
Animals.' Why, Uncle Philip, this book hi 
ia it all that you said u> \\s ^Wix ^xivoia! 
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wocking ; and here are the very same pictures 
which you showed us. How did the Harpers 
know what you had said, so as to print it?** 

** I wrote it for them, boys, in the hope that, 
when printed, it would please and instruct 
other little boys as much as it did you when 
I related to you what the book contains," 

" Well, Uncle Philip, did you find out how 
the children liked it ?" 

^' I did not inquire, boys ; but I was at the 
house of a friend, and heard a fine little boy 
(who did not know me) say, that he hopedl 
Uncle Philip would soon send Mr. Harper ai>* 
other book of Conversations : and one day, in 
the street, I heard a little girl say to her father, 
* Father, do you think Uncle Philip will be 
along this way again soon?' That's all I 
heard." 

*' Well, Unde Philip, if they do not like it, 
we do ; and sa we hope that you will be ready 
to talk with us." 

" Very ready, I assure you : but have you 
Siought of a subject ?" 

" Yes, sir ; but before we name it, there is a 
&vour we wish to ask." 

" What is it ? I will grant it, if it be proper 
to do so." 

'^Some of as, Uncle PhiWp, Yia^ei %\8\k»\ 
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and they have heard us say so much about 
you and your conversations with us, that they 
wish very much to come and listen to yoa« 
May they come?" 

" Certainly, my dear boys ; such of you aa 
have sisters may bring them with you ; and I 
like you thebetterforremembering their wishes, 
and making the request for them. A boy who 
neglects his sister, and is not willing to study 
her comfort and respectability, is not likely to 
gain the esteem of the wise and the good. I 
have known some such boys, and have 
watched them after they became men ; and 
more than once have I remarked that they 
proved worthless : and therefore I am very 
glad to find that you are attentive to the wants 
of your sisters." 

" Why, Uncle Philip, a boy who neglects his 
own sister must be mean." 

" Very true. He certainly does not act as 
becomes a gentleman, and therefore he is 
mean. Now, boys, I would not have you lose 
sight of this ; but there is a better reason stil] 
why a boy should not treat his sister with 
neglect; and it iaihe reason which we should 
always remember first." 

« What is it, Unde Philip ?'' 

^^Tbe boy who does not remember that at- 
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tention, and kindness, and civility are due to 
his sisters does not act as a Christian. Grod 
has made them weaker than him ; in a great 
many things they are dependaot on him for 
comfort ; and it is not only ungentlemanlike, 
but unchristian, for the stronger not to attend 
to the wishes and the wants of the weaker. 
Besides, benevolence and kindness are plain 
duties. Hand me that Bible, and let us see 
what our Saviour sa]^. Here, read at this 
place, aloud." 

" It says, Uncle Philip, * Thou shcdt love thy 
neighbour as thyself! But is my sister my 
neighbour T 

" Do you not remember, when our Saviour 
was asked by the Jews, ^ And who is my 
neighbour ?' he related the story of—" 

** Oh ! yes, yes ; we remember now very 
well the story of the good Samaritan, who 
helped the wounded man, though he was a 
stranger to him. Ah, that is a beautiful story, 
Uncle Philip, and shows us that everybody is 
our neighbour." 

<< Certainly it does ; and therefore kindness 
is due to everybody. But now let me know 
what subjects you have thought of for our 
conversation." 

b2 
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" Why, we have thought that you could tell 
as many more things about animals than we 
have yet heard: and are there not very 
strange things about plants, and trees, and 
stones ? We thought, too, that perhaps you 
would tell us of things you had seen in foreign 
countries." 

" Well, all these are subjects which we 
might find to be very interesting." 

"But, Uncle Philip, let me speak now, if 
you please. I have thought of something 
better than any which has been named." 

« What is it, pray ?" 

" Why, the story of the good Samaritan 
brought it into my mind. I was thinking that 
there are a great many others too in that book 
quite as beautiful ; and I have often heard you 
say that the Bible was the best of all books, 
and that it is true ; and I was wishing to my- 
self (but perhaps you will think me a foolish 
little boy for doing so), that I should like to 
hear you tell how you found out that all those 
interesting things about our Saviour are true." 

« Why, do you not believe them ?" 

" Oh yes, surely I do ; but it is because 
older and wiser people than I am have told 
me that, being true, I ought to believe them ; 
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but if you think that we can understand the 
reasons for believing them, I, for one, would 
like to hear you talk about that." 

" Oh yes, UnclB Philip ! and so would all 
of us.** 

" Well, boys ; it is right that you should 
believe what older and wiser people tell you ; 
but there is nothing wrong in your wishing 
also to know for yourselves why you believe. 
And I am willing, too, to talk on this subject ; 
but you must promise me, before I begin, that 
you will not grow weary, and will listen care- 
fully ; for close attention will be necessary, 
and with attention I think that you may 
easily understand all that I mean to say to 
you." 

" We will be attentive, Uncle Philip." 

" We must go too into my library, for we 
shall have to use a number of my books, and 
I shall •^how you also some pictures which 
are there; but I think we had better not 
begin this morning, as your sisters, you know, 
would like to be with us ; and they are not 
here. So, as we have agreed that our subject 
is to be about the truth of the New Testa- 
ment, we will do nothing more this morning. 
And now, will you put the Bible back ^^^yol 
(m the table V 
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« I ^^n, tfncle Philip." 

^'Tbank you, — that will do ; and I am glad 
to see that you did not throw it down care- 
lessly on the table. I think that the Word of 
God should always be handled with respect ; 
and I remember a story which I once read 
about that very thing. Would you like to 
hear it this morning before you go ?" 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip, if you please." 

" The story was about a young king of 
England, boys, whose name was Edward. He 
was called Edward the Sixth, because there had 
been five kings of England before him who 
had the same name ; and at some other time, 
when we are talking about the history of Eng- 
land, I will tell you more about him. But 
now I am to tell you the story of this young 
king and the Bible. 

" He was but ten years old when he became 
the king, and he died m his sixteenth year ; 
and he always, from the time he was old 
enough to understand any thing about reli- 
gion, was a very serious and pious boy : so 
you see, my dear bojrs, that young persons can 
be religious as well as those who are older. 
This young king had, besides, an excellent 
understanding, and he studied much, and 
/earned m&ny langadiges ] and bis tiem^i ^a& 
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SO sweet that he never would allow imy one 
to be killed because he beloncfed to a reli^ouk 
society different from his own, though some 
other kings and queens had done it before him. 

'< He was one daj in the room where he 
usually met the gentlemen who advised him 
about the governing of his kingdom, and they 
wanted to look at some papers which were 
put away upon a shelf, too high for any of 
them to reach without standing on something. 
One of the persons in the room rose to get 
the papers, and finding them above his reach, 
looked around, and took up a large book 
which was lying on the table, and placing it 
on the floor, stood on it. The king saw him, 
and immediately going up to him, removed 
him gently from the book, which he raised 
from the floor, and after brushing it, he kissed 
it with great reverence, and laid it on the 
table. It was a Bible ; and he told the gentle- 
man that he could not sit still, and see God's 
Word made a footstool." 

^ Uncle Philip, what did he kiss the book 
for?" 

" Merely to show the person how much he 
valued and reverenced the Word of God." 

" Well, he was a good king, Uncle Philip." 

"Jfe was a good Christian,! \>€^\e^^. «xA 
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was not ashamed to own before men much 
older than hunself that he honoured and 
served God : and that, boys, does him more 
credit, in my opinion, than his having been a 
king does. Bu^ttowthat you have heard the 
story, I will bid you good day. Bring your 
sisters when you come again." 

" We will. Good morning. Uncle Philip.* 



CONVERSATION R 

Unde Philip tells the ChUdren how to find 
out what was done a great many years ago ; 
and reads to them out of a book, what a man 
named Barnabas wrote. 

" Ah, my dear boys ; so you have come 
again, I see, and brought your sisters with you. 
Walk in, walk in, my children, we will go into 
the library, and shall find it ready for us, I 
dare say ; and a delightful place it is, I think." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, it is a very pleasant 
place. How very cool, with these long win- 
dow8 reaching to the flooT ; and how beautiful 
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that honeysuckle is, winding around the 
pillars of the piazza ; and look, look. Uncle 
Philip ! there is a lovely little humming-bird 
at one of the flowers." 

<' I see him, boys ; I oftea sit here alone, 
and have many such Uttle visiters in the 
course of a morning; but do you hear no- 
thing r 

^< Oh yes, sir ; I hear, at the bottom of the 
lawn, the little river dashing over the stones, 
and making quite a noise*" 

" True, it is the river ; and to my ear it 
makes very pleasant music. I love to sit on 
the bench yonder, under the shade of that fine 
old elm, and listen to its noisy babbling. I 
have had some very agreeable and, I hope, 
profitable thoughts under that old tree. But 
now let us begin." 

" Directly, Uncle Philip, if you please ; but 
first I wish to ask you one question." 

« Well, what is it ?" 

''Did you ever read all these books in the 
Ubrary?" 

'' No, no, my dear children, not all of them. 
Many of them I have read throughout ; some 
of them, too, more than once ; of most of them 
I have probably read a part, and these \»sX «x% 
what are called books of tefexeuoer 
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" Unde Philip, I never heard of that nam 
before. What does it mean 7*' 

<' I will tell you. A book of reference is j 
book to turn tO| and find information up^ 
some particular -jpoiat^hiGh you Ixave forgot 
ten, or never knil^: Ihippose I were readinj 
in a book of travcii^ and the traveller shouk 
write about some bird, or insect, or fiowe 
which he found, and which I never saw, bu 
should litt tell €dl about it. Now I wish t( 
know more, yonder are some books abou 
birds and nothing else, next to them ar( 
several more about insects, and yonder stanc 
more, all about flowers : now I just take hii 
description, and by the help of those books 1 
find out all I wish to know. This would h 
using my books as books of reference. Sup 
pose, again, I were reading a book aboui 
bistory, and the writer ahould say that some 
great man did a particular thing. I think 
perhaps, that he is mistaken, and that some 
one else did that thing ; yonder are. a great 
many volumes, containing the lives of almost 
all the great men who ever lived ; I turn to 
the life of the man whom the historian named, 
and by reading it I find out that the man was 
dead three or four years before the thing was 
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done. Then, my book of lives was a book 
of reference. Do you understand it now ?" 
V " Yes, Uncle Philip, and we are much 
obliged to you." 

<' You are quite wetecMXHSi my children, and 
you will have an oppoitunky^of understanding 
still better before we have' done, as we shall 
probably refer to several of the books which 
you see here. And now we are ready to 
commence. ^ . 

" William Palmer, will you hand that Bible 
to your sister? And now, Mary, tell me 
how many books there are in the New Testa- 
ment." 

" I will count them. Uncle Philip. There 
are twenty-seven." 

"Very true. These books, my children, 
were written at different times, in different 
places, by eight different people, and under 
different circumstances. They are all about 
tbe Christian religion, and for a long time, it 
has been the custom to bind them up together 
in one book ; though they are really distinct 
from each other, as I have told you. In these 
twenty-seven books, we find the history of a 
being who was called Jesus Christ : we also 
Dead about the kind of religion which he taught^ 
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and how it first spread to different parts of the 
world. We read, too, what it was that this 
Jesus Christ told the people to believe^ and 
we read that he also told them what to do. 
Some of these twenty-seven books are caUed 
epistles,^^ 

" Uncle Philip, what is an epistle ?** 

" Oh, I know. An epistle is a letter ; is it 
not. Uncle PhiUp r 

" Yes. Arid these letters were written, as 
we read in the letters themselves, some to 
whole churches, that is, to a great many 
people ; and some were written to a single 
person. And now, children, there are two 
things we wish to know : in the first place, 
did Ae people whose names are put to these 
twentynseven books as the authors of them, 
really write them ? and, in the second place, 
if they did write them, have they told the truth 
in them T 

" Why, Uncle Philip, how long ago is it 
since these books and letters were written 7" 

'^ About eighteen hundred 3^ars.'' 

" Why how, then, can we ever find out the 
truth about things which happened so many 
years since ?" 

<* Softly, softly, my lad. Have a little pa 
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• 

tience'; there are usually more ways than one 
of finding out things that happened many 
years ago." 

" Uncle Philip, I believe what you say ; but 
It seems curious to me. If the people whose 
names are put to these books and letters in 
the New Testament were alive now, we might 
ask them, or some of their acquaintance, and 
they could tell something about it. But all 
these people have been dead a long time, 
there is no such thing as asking them.^ 

" Very good, as far as you have gone, but 
now let us look a little farther. If you could see 
any of the people who were living eighteen 
hundred years ago, you would ask them, I 
suppose, if they ever heard of any being 
named Jesus Christ, and if they knew of 
men named Matthew^ and Mark, and Imke, 
and John, who wrote about this Christ 1^ 

" Certainly I would, Uncle Philip : and if 
they said, Yes ; then I would ask them to tell 
me what these men wrote, and I would com« 
pare it with what I have here in the New 
Testament ; and if both agreed, then I should 
know that these books which I have are 
correct.'' 

" Very sensible, all that you have said \ and 



28 CONVERSATIONS Ct» THE * ' 

I am glad to find that you know hotr^lQ; 
think so clearly. All you wish for, then, is to 
see some of the people who were living about 
eighteen hundred years ago, that you might 
have a little conversation with them ?" 

"Yes, Uncle Philip." 

" Now, suppose you could find out what 
they have to say on this subject, without see- 
ing them, would that answer ?" 

"Certainly it would, Uncle Philip, very 
well." 

" Ah ! I see, I see how it is — Uncle Philip 
means that these men who were living so long 
since have vrritten about the books in our 
New Testament, and we have got what they 
wrote : so it is the same thing to read what 
they wrote, as it would be to talk with them." 

" Precisely the same thing, my dear chil- 
dren. If persons who lived so long ago, in 
their writings speak of Jesus Christ, and 
of Matthew^ and the rest of the New Testa- 
ment writers, and if they repeat in their writ- 
ings the very words which we have in the 
N6w Testament, and tell us that they got the^p 
there, it will show that their New Testament 
was just like ours, will it not T 
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* - 

. •Hfe should suppose it would, Uncle 
itllip." 

'' It certainly would, children. And then it 
is the same thing as if we had lived when 
they did, and talked with them. Let me show 
you more plainly still. You remember, that 
when you were here last I told you a story 
about King Edward the Sixth, and the Bible. 
Now I never saw King Edward, and never 
talked with anybody who saw him take up 
the Bible from the floor and kiss it ; then how 
did I know any thing about it? — for it hap- 
pened some hundreds of years ago, before I 
was born. I will tell you. In the first place, 
I know there was such a person as King Ed- 
ward, because every history of his country 
(and there are several different ones) speaks of 
him ; I have seen, too, printed copies of some 
of the laws which were made while he was 
king, and in a great many books written at 
that time and since I And his name men- 
tioned; and nobody ever denied that there 
was such a person. These, I think, are very 
good reasons for believing that there was such 
a king as Edward. As to the story of his 
kissing the Bible, I have read it in three or 
four different books, and never saw it contra- 

c2 
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dieted anywhere, and therefore it is proba:bly 
true, especially as all writers say Edward was 
a very pious young man. Do you under- 
stand now how we may find out things that 
^ ]||ippened a long time since ?" 
* r** Oh yes ; it is quite plain now, Uncle 
Philip, and we thank you very much.'' 

" Now then, we are ready to go on : and 
here, my children, I hav^a-Jto tell you, that if 
we commence at the very beginning of Chris- 
tianity, eighteen hundred years ago, we shall 
find a long list of writers up to this very 
day. Some of them were friends, and some 
of them were enemies, to Christ ; and from 
what they wrote, I hope to show you that 
from the very beginning Christians had the 
same books which we now have ih our New 
Testament ; that they were always believed 
to have been written by the same persons 
whom we think wrote them ; that what is 
written in them was always believed to be 
true ; and that religious people always read 
them to find out their duty, just as we do. 
So, just hand me that large book — ^and, Mary, 
you will find the places in the Bible whicll^ I 
name to you, and read them aloud." 
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"Uncle Philip,.! wish to say something, if 
you please." 
" Say on, then." 

"Those are very crooked letters in that 
large book which you have opened. Wk^ ^ 
are they, for I cannot read them V :. * 

"They are Greek letters, child? en. The 
New Testament was written at &r?X in Greek 
(though some leamcd men think that the Gos- 
pel of St. Matthew was first written in He- 
brew, and afterward was translated into 
Greek), and a great many other early writings 
were in Greek : but I am going to read some 
of these early writings to you in English, so 
that you can compare them with what is writ- 
ten in our English Testament. l«want to 
show you that these early writers had the same 
XK)k8 which we have, for they have often 
opied out of them the very same words, 
fow, Mary, turn to Acts xiii. 2, and read." 
Mary reads, ^ As they ministered to the 
ord and fasted^ the Holy Ghost said, Sepn- 
te me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
sereunto I have called them? 
* Now read in the 46th verse of the same 
ipter." 
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Mary. — * Then Paid and Barnabas waxed 
bold: 

" And now turn to 1 Corinthians ix. 6, and 
read again." 

Mary. — * Or I only and Barnabas^ have 
we not power to forbear working ?' 

"Here you see, my children, a person 
l^med Barnabas is mentioned in three places, 
and he seems to have kept company with one 
of the persons whose name is put to some of 
the Epistles in the New Testament." 

" I know who that was. Uncle Philip." 

" Who was it ?" 

" It was St. Paul." 

" Yes, you are right : and now, if we can 
find any^thing that this Barnabas wrote, would 
you not like to hear it ?" 

" Oh yes ; for that would be like talking 
with Barnabas himself, you know." 

" Very well, then ; here is a letter in Greek, 
which was written, as very learned men say, 
by this Barnabas. It is in two parts ; the first 
is filled wmi persuasions to those who were 
Christians to remain so, and to live like Chris- 
tians ; and the second part gives them instruc* 
tions how to live as good men." 
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Bat, Uncle Philip, there is one thing I 
3 just thought of: perhaps this very letter 
Barnabas has been altered since it was 
ten." 

There is good sense in that remark, my 
iren. Before we can trust to this letter, 
must find out that it has not been alteredj 
I was just going to tell you (when I was 
rrupted) that in many early writings I 
n find this very letter of Barnabas spoken 
nd many parts of it are quoted ; and these 
;s always agree exactly, and are in the 
r same words, with my copy here in this 
£ : so that I think my copy must be a true 



Certainly it is, Uncle Philip, if it is like all 
old ones which those early writers copied 

Very well. Now I will read from this 
T, and Mary shall read from the New Tes- 
ent ; and we will see how they agree- 
now for 

THE TESTIMONY OF BARNABAS. 

e is a place in which he says, ' Let us, 
efore, beware, lest it should happen to us, 
t is written, " there are many called^ /evo 
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chosen.^^ ' Now, Mary, turn to the twentieth 
chapter of Matthew, and 16th verse, and see 
if you can find any such words." 

" Yes, Uncle PhiUp ; here it is — ^ F\>r many 
be called, but few chosen,^ " 

" Now turn to the twenty-second chapter 
and 14th verse." 

" Here it is again. Uncle Philip : * jFbr many 
are called, but few are chosen.^ " 

" Now, my children, do you think that Bar- 
nabas had ever seen these two chapters of 
Matthew ?".^ 

" Why, it seems so. Uncle Philip. Tell us 
what you think, will you ?" 

" I think that he had seen them, and leaxwA. 
the words from them ; and I will tell yQfkjrliy' 
I think so. He says, before quoting the "wuiliii :' 
^ as it is written,^ — ^now I think he men&q|i 
that it was written, because he had read it ; and 
besides that, my dear children, he shows us 
another thing. It is this : whene^ver the Jews 
cited or quoted any words out of thf Old Tes- 
tament (which was all the Bibl0 tt^ had be- 
fore Christ came), they always used the words 
' it is written! Now Barnabas was a Jew ; 
and when he used the words, ^ as it is writteny 
he meant to show that he considered the book 
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of Matthew to be just as holy and sacred as 
the Old Testament ; that is, it was part of his 
Bible. Do you understand me ?" 

" Very well, Uncle Philip ; whenever a Jew 
took any thing out of his Bible, and put ^ cls it 
is written^ before it, he meant to show that 
he was not copying out of any common book, 
but out of one which Grod had given, and 
which therefore was holy." 

"Yes ; and now let us go on. Here is an- 
other place in this letter of Barnabas, in which 
he says, ' CH,ve to every man thqi asketh of 
thee! Mary, suppose you turn to the sixth 
chapter of Luke, and 30th verse, and read it." 
.^ <*! have found it. Uncle Philip. It says, 
^*0m lo every man thai asketh of thee! " 

^Lodk now in Matthew, chapter fifth and 
i^smfi ASi^ and you will find it again." 

«So it is. Uncle Philip." 

" Barnabas says here, too, my children, that 
these were the words of Christ. Mary will 
tell us now whose words Matthew and Luke 
say they were." 

" It is Christ who is speaking here, too, 
Uncle Philip. In the sixth of liUke, he begins 
to speak at the 20th verse ; and in the fifth of 
Matthew he begins at the 3d verse." 
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*^ Well, here is another place in this lettei 
of Barnabas : he is speaking of Christ, and 
he says ' ttpat he might show, that he came noi 
to call ti^.HghteauSj but sinners j to repent- 
once? Look at the ninth of Matthew, and 13tb 
verse." 

" I have found it, Uncle Philip : * For I am 
not come to call the righteous^ but sinners, tc 
repentance,^ " 

<^Yes; and in Mark ii. 17, and in Luke 
V. 32, you will find the same thing. So that 
Barnabas has used in his letter sentences 
which we find in the gospels of Matthew, and 
Mark, and Luke« ' He has here, too, some 
firom St. Paul's epistles, and one from St. Pe 
ter's ; but what we have read already will d 
at present. I wish not to fatigue you ; at 
now tell me, my dear children, do you thi' 
that Barnabas knew any thing of what 
written in our New Testament ?" 

" Wbyi Uncle Philip, we know that he 
someibow or other, write the same things 
are written in our New Testament ; an' 
should suppose that he must have 

" I think it is very probable ; but, m^ 
dren, even suppose thai he never ha 
them ; then we must believe that wt 
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11 in these books must have been very 
lonly known to the people generally, 
Barnabas, without even niMling the 
, could find out so well ^sAM was in 
But I think that he had seen the books 
imself ; and as far as he has told us 
was in his copies, we find it agrees with 
you see. And this will do for Barnabas. 
L you come again, we will look at the 
igs of some other early, author. Good- 
are well. Uncle Philip." 
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cle Philip tells a story about the death 
'ood man named Clement, and reads to 
kildren something which he wrote. 

ELL, Uncle Philip, we have done with 
has, you said ; who comes next ?" 
he next writer, my dear children, was 
1 Clement ; and he is called Clement of 
» because there was another CStetCkSX^ 
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wfco lived in the city of Alexandria. Perhaps 
you would like to hear something about the 
life of this good man, before we look at his 
writings." 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip, by all means, let us 
hear it, if you please." 

" Sit down then, and I will tell you some 
things about him. Mary, look for the foiurth 
chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the Philippians, 
and 3d verse, and read it for us." 

" It says. Uncle Philip, at the end of the 
verse, ^ with Clement also, and with other my 
felloW'laboui'ers, whose names are in the book 

of life:" 

" " This Clement, of whom Paul in his letter 
here speaks, is the same person whose life I 
am to talk about, so you see tha^ he knew 
jthe Apostle Paul himself: and I remember, 
'liad, reading in the writings of a very good 
man, named Irenaeus (who was born about the 
year 125), somtething which he says about 
this Clement." 

" What does this Irenaeus say, Uncle 
Philip?" 

^<He says that Clement 'had seen the 
blessed apostles, and talked with them, aad 
had their preaching still sounding in his ears.** 



EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 39 

** Then, Uncle Philip, Clement miMt )lhfe 
had a good opportunity to know what 'tte 
apostles said and wrote. 

'^ I think so too : and now let us go on witli 
his life. It is difficult to say exactly in what 
year Clement was bom, but it was not long 
after Christ liyed, and it was while the apos- 
tles were alive, because he talked with them, 
you know. It is supposed that Clement was 
bom at the city of Rome, in Italy ; but it is 
not a certain thing. When he first grew up, 
he was not a Christian ; but while he was a 
young man, he wished to know something 
about his soul, and what would become of it 
after he was dead ; but he could not find iut 
any thing which satisfied him. At last, be 
heard from somebody that the Son of God 
had lately been in this world, and taught the 
people excellent things about the soul ; SMir* 
nabaa (the very same man whom we talked 
about) happened to be in Rome at that time ; 
and Clement went to him, and he first learned 
the Christian religion from Barnabas. After- 
ward he met with St. Peter, who instructed 
him still more, and he was then baptized as a 
Christian. It was not long before he became 
& preacher, and several old writers say that 



L. 
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St. Peter appointed him to be the chief min 
ister, or bishop, over the churches in Rome 
and he was the bishop for a great many years,' 

^^ It so happened, that while he was th( 
bishop, about the year 96, he wrote a letter tt 
the church at Corinth, a city in Greece 
There were disputes and quarrels in tha 
church, and Clement wrote his letter U 
make peace among them." 

" But, Uncle Philip, was it not very wrong 
to have quarrelling in the church ?" 

"Yes, my dear children, it was wrong, in- 
deed, to have strife among Christians ; bui 
remember, their being Christians did noi 
make them quarrel ; for if they had obeyec 
the rules of the Christian religion, they would 
have lived in peace. We must not find fault 
unjustly with Christianity, and blame it when 
men do wrong who are Christians : for it is 
not Christianity which makes them do wrong, 
but their want of it." 

" Uncle Philip, did you ever see the lettei 
which Clement wrote to that quarrelsome 
church ?" 

" I never saw the letter itself, but I have a 
copy of it in this large book, and we will read 
some parts of it presently.'* 
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" But tell us first, if you please, what became 
of Clement ?" 

" I will. Some of the first Christians, chil- 
dren, suffered very much. Sometimes they 
were put to death very cruelly, because they 
would be Christians, and worship the true 
God ; and before we finish our conversations, 
I will tell you some very sad stories of the 
persecutions, and pain, and death of these 
poor creatures. They were called martyrs." 

" What does martyr mean. Uncle Philip ?" 

" A martyr means one who is a witness ; 
and the first Christians who were killed on 
account of their religion were called so, be- 
cause by their deaths they proved hovr much 
they believed, and loved, and valued th^ re- 
ligion which Christ had taught." 

" Was Clement a martyr, Uncle Philip ?" 

"He was. The Roman emperor, whose 
name was Trajan, sent him away from Rome, 
and ordered that he should be put to hard work 
in some mines. You know what a mine is, 
I suppose ?" 

^'Oh yes, sir, a mine is a place under ground, 
and sometimes a great distance under ground, 
vhere men dig up coal, and ore of metals, to 

be melted." 

d2 
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"Very good. The poor creatures wh< 
were sent to these mines were treated ven 
cruelly : they were put in irons, and whippe< 
severely, and made to be slaves. Sometime 
their treatment was worse still ; their head 
were half-shaved, their foreheads branded witi 
a hot iron, the right eye was bored out, ani 
the left leg was broken." 

" Oh, how cruel !" 

"Ah, cruel indeed, my children. Well, i 

was to this place that Clement was sent, an< 

when he arrived, he found a large number o 

Christians who had been sent there at difFerer 

times before him. They were sorry enoug 

to see so good a man sent there, but he soo 

made them feel happier, for he began at one 

to preach to them about Christ, and comforte 

them; and many who were not Christian 

when they heard him preach, became so ; an 

the old man, for he was now far advanced i 

years, found that God could make him usefi 

even in the mines. At last the Roman en 

peror heard of what he was doing, and orders 

some of the Christians to be put to death, i 

stop others from becoming so *, but it did n( 

stop them, and therefore he thought it was be 

to kill the leader of them, and so Clement w 
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tfarown into the sea, with a heavy weight tied 
to his body ; and this happened about the 
year 100. But I ought to tell you that some 
very learned men have thought that, perhaps, 
it was not this Clement who suffered all this ; 
there was another Christian of the same name 
who we know was put to death by the em- 
peror, and this may have caused a mistake to 
be made. However, it is not of much conse- 
quence to us, at this time, how he died ; all 
that we wish to know now is what he wrote 
in this letter of his. And now, if you would 
like to know more about our Clement, I think 
that you will have an opportunity soon. The 
first number of the 'Boy's and Girl's Library,' is 
called 'Lives of the Apostles and Martyrs.' 
I must ask my nephews to print the second 
volume of that book, for it will probably con- 
tain the life of this good maji." 

THE TESTIMONY OF CLEMENT. 

" He says, ' Take into your hands the Epis- 
tle of the blessed Paul the Apostle. What did 
he at the first write to you in the beginning 
of the gospel ? Verily he did by the Spirit 
admonish you concerning himself and Cephas 
and Apollos, because that even then you did 
form parties.' Now. Mary, do ^ow x^^^m 
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the first Epistle to the Corinthians, the first 
chapter and 12th verse ; what does it say ?" 

" It says, Uncle Philip, ' Now this Isay^ thai 
every one of you saithj lam of Paul, and 1 
of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ,^ " 

" Well, my children, before we go on, let us 
talk about this for a few moments. Do 
you suppose that Clement had ever seen a let- 
ter written by St, Paul V 

" Why, surely^ Uncle Philip, he had ; for 
he tells them to take it into their hands, and 
he tells them too what Paul had said in it." 

" Very good : to whom did Paul write his 
letter T 

" To the Corinthians, Uncle Philip." 

" And to whom did Clement write his ?" 

" To the Corinthians, also, you said, be- 
cause they had quarrels in their church." 

"Yes. They both wrote to the same people 
then, you see." 

« Yes, sir." 

"Now, my children, if these Corinthians 
had never had any letter at all from Paul, do 
you think that Clement would have told them 
to take it into their hands and read it ?" 

" Why, if he had, Uncle Philip, they would 
have thought it very strange." 
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" Would he not, my children, have told a 
sehood, if he had said to them that they had 
3h a letter, when they had not T 
'« Yes, sir." 

"And would not these Corinthians have 
own that it was a falsehood ?" 
« Yes, sir." 

" And would they have had aiiy respect for 
ement, or for his letter, when they found a 
sehood in it ?" 
" No, sir." 

" One question more. Do you think Clem- 
t had sense enough to know all this V 
" Certainly, Uncle Philip ; if he was not a 
3l, he could not help knowing it." 
" Well, my children, I agree with you ; and 
erefore I think Clement told the truth about 
at letter. Now what does he say about it? 
liy he tells us, 1st, there was a letter ; 2d, 
at Paul wrote it ; 3d, that it was written to 
le Corinthians, and that they had it ; and 
:b, that it had in it something about Paul and 
ephas and Apollos. And here Mary has 
)ad, in a letter from Paul to the Corinthians, 
rinted in our New Testament, a sentence 
bout the very same things, Paul and Cephas 
Apollos. It is my opinion that this \^\.\»t 
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from which Mary read is precisely the n 
letter that Clement meant." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, and we think so tc 
for Clement would not have been so fool 
as to write to the very people who had a let 
from somebody else, and tell them that 
had certain things in it, unless he knew tl 
it had those things. They would ha 
laughed at him as a foolish man." 

" Then I think, my children, that Clemen 
copy of this Epistle to the Corinthians ^ 
just like ours ; and, you see, he tells us w 
wrote it. He says it was Paul. That is o 
thing we wished to know. Now there is i 
other little thing to say about this letter, a 
then we will go on. Clement says, in the p; 
which I read to you, that Paul * did by i 
SpirU^ write to the Corinthians." 

"Uncle Philip, what does that mean ?" 

" I am going to tell you. What Clemc 
means is that God put into the mind of I 
Paul what he should write in this letter to t 
Corinthians; and it shows that Clemc 
thought that God had taught I^ul what 
say: and he tells the Corinthians so; a 
therefore it is very likely that the Corinthia 
believed the same thing." 
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" Yes, Uncle Philip ; and if God did show 
Paul what to say, then it was God's word, and 
Paul rnily wrote it for Him, and so the Corin- 
thians would pay attention to it, and obey it." 

" Elxactly so : this was what Clement in 
tended they should do, when he said that Paul 
wrote * by the Spirit.' Now let us proceed. 

<^ Here is another place : Usten to what I 
read, — ' For thus saith the Holy Spirit, Let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom— espe- 
cially remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus which he spake, teaching gentleness and 
long-suffering. For thus he said, Be ye mer- 
ciful, that ye may obtain mercy ; forgive, that 
it may be forgiven unto you. As you do, so 
shall it be done unto you : as you give, so shall 
it be given unto you : as ye judge, so shall ye 
be judged : as ye show kindness, so shall kind- 
ness be shown unto you : with what measure 
ye mete, with the same shall it be measured 
to you.' Now, Mary, turn to the sixth chapr 
ter of St Luke, and 36th verse." 

"I have found it. Uncle Philip: ^Be ye 
therefore merciful as pour Father also is mer- 
tifui: " 

" Very good ; read on, the 37th and 38th 
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" ' Judge not, and ye shall not be judg 
condemn not, and ye ahail not be condemn 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven : give, i 
it shall be given unto you.' " 

'* fi^ad now the last part of that verse." 

' Pitr with the same measure that ye n 
■withal, it shall be measured to you again.' 

" Thank you, Mary ; that will do for i 
part of Clement's letter ; and, my childi 
if you will look at St. Matthew, chapter 
verses 1 and 3, you will find nearly the ss 
words. But let us take another place, for I 
letter of Clement's is really full of them : o 
Cakeaotice,before we pass on, that Clement,! 
Luke, and Matthew all say that these wo 
which Mary has been reading to us 
Christ's. 

" Olemeut says here, in another place, ' 
member the words of the Lord Jesus, for 
said, Wo to that man by whom offences coj 
It were better for him that he had not b 
bom than that he should offend one of 
elect. It were better lor him that a millst 
should be tied about his neck, and thai 
should be drowned in the sea, than tha 
should offend one of my little ones.'" 

" Oh, Uncle Philip ! I remember some' 
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just like that in the Bible ; it was in my Sun- 
day-school lesson last Sunday, in the seven- 
teenth chapter of St. Luke, at the beginning. 

'*^ llien said he unto the disciples, It is dm" 

possible but that offe^ices will come ; tti fi ^ o 

unto him through wham they come I It were 

better for him that a millstone were hafiged 

about his neck^ and he cast into the sea, than 

that he should offend one of these little ones! ^ 

" Well done, my little fellow ! I am really 

glad to find that you remember so well what 

you are taught in the Sunday-school. You 

have repeated it correctly ; and if you will 

look in Matthew xviii. 6, and in Mark is:. 42, 

you may read almost the same words. But 

this will do for the present, as I am anxious 

not to weary you." 

" Uncle Philip, before we stop, I wish to ask 
you something, if you have time to hear me." 
" Go on. I will hear you with pleasure." 
" Is that letter of Clement's very long?" 
»* No." 

" I asked you, because 1 am going to study 
Greek when I am older, and I thought that 
perhaps I might learn to read it for myself." 

"Well, I like that thought ; and when you 
We ready, I shall be very happy to leti^ ^wsl 

E 
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f' * 
the book, and to help you iij-afiy^ difficulty. 

But, short as this letter is, I Auist^ett you that 
there are more than forty plaaeftiiii* i%'. (for I 
have taken the trouble to count them) ill- Vhicli 
sentiments in our New Testament are either 
copied exactly or referred to by Clement ; and 
they are in various parts of the New Testa- 
mebt, too. I think that Clement had seen the 
Gospels by Matthew, and Mark, and Luke, the 
Acts of the Apostles, St. PauPs Epistles to the 
Romans, the Corinthians, the Galatians, the 
j^ib^ians, the Philippians, the Colossians, 
the Qrst E})istle to the Thessalonians, both the 
Epistles to Timothy, that to Titus, and to the 
Hebrews. He had also seen, I think, the Epis- 
tle of James, and both the Epistles of Peter." 

" Why, Uncle Philip, this is almost all of 
the New Testament. Why do you think that 
he had seen all these ?" 

" Because, my children, I find in his letter 
places in which he has either copied from them 
exactly, or come so very near it that I think 
he must have known what was written in 
them : sometimes a word may not be exactly 
the same, but he always has the meaning:. 
And there is one thing more which we ought 
to notice." 
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« WM h % Uncle PhUip ?'' 

^\ t^ fom^'you will remember, that this 
aieip|Dtilri#4be Bishop of Rome, and he wrote 
this I^ber to the Corinthians while he was the 
chief minister in that city. Now all the other 
ministers and Christians there knew what 
parts of the New Testament they had and be- 
lieved; and therefore Clement could notliave 
put into his letter as a part of the Christians' 
books what all those who were living around 
him did not believe : so that Clement's letter 
shows that not he only, but that all thedaith 
tians at Rome believed these books." - 
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CONVERSATION IV. 

Unde Philip tells the Children a long' st 
about liojis killing' a good man named . 
natius, and then reads for them some oft 
good man^s letters. 

"Well, children, are you all here, and rei 
to go on ?" 

"Oh yes, Uncle Philip, all ready, and will 
too, and we understand very well what 3 
are doing." 

" What is it ?' 

"You are showing us, in the writings 
these old men, sentences which prove t 
they must have had a New Testament j 
like ours; because they often use the v< 
same words that are in our book ; and tl 
sometimes tell us, too, that they got them ' 
of letters written by Paul, or Peter, or so 
one else whose names are put to some of 
writings of the New Testament." 
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"Very good. But you must remember 
that I read to you but a irory small part of 
what these old men have copied from our 
New Testament ; just enough to show you 
that they had it. If I should read all the 
places, it would take a very long time, and 
yon would become tired. But let us go on, I 
shall have some stories to tell you of some of, 
these men presently." 

" WeU, who comes next, Uncle Philip? 
Mary has her Bible ready." 

" The next that I shall read to you is, 

THE TESTIMONY OF IGNATIUS. 

" But I suppose that you would like to know 

something about him, before I read to you 

what he has written ?" 

" Oh yes, by all means, Uucle Philip." 

" Listen then. He w^s born about the year 

of our Lord 28, but I cannot tell you certainly 

the place of his birth. There is also a 

story at)out him, which may be true, but is 

somewhat doubtful. I would not say posi-, 

tively that it is true, but I will tell you what it 

is. It is said that he was the very child whon)t 

Christ placed before his disciples when he said 

to them, 'Except ye be converted, and becoms 

e2 
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as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' But whether he was 
the same child or not is of no consequence : 
one thing I believe is very certain ; that when 
he was quite young, he was acquainted with 
some of the apostles.** 

" Why do you think so, Uncle Philip T 

" I will tell you ; a very good man, named 
Chrysostom, says, in a book which he wrote, 
that Ignatius was educated by the apostles, 
was always with them, and talked with tliem 
constantly. As far as I can find out from my 
old books Jiere, he was taught when he was 
young, many things by St. John. 

"From liis youth, Ignatius was religious, 
and when He became a man, was a preacher 
in the city of Antioch. Can any of you re- 
collect any remarkable thing mentioned in 
the Bible about Antioch ?" 

" I can. Uncle Philip. It was there that 
the disciples were first called Christians." 

" Right. In the year of our Lord 70, and 
when Ignatius was a little more than forty 
years old, he was made the bishop of Antioch; 
and I think that in all things he was a man 
truly like to the apostles. 

" It so happened that in the year 107, Tra- 
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ian, the emperor of Rome, who had Clement 
)ut to death, as I told you, visited Antioch, 
md began directly to inquire after the Chris- 
ians there." 

" What did he want with them, Uncle 
Philip ? was he a Christian ?" 

" CIo, no, my children ; he was very far from 
jeing so. Some who have written about 
lim say he was a very mild and kind emperor; 
>ut I do not agree with them, for one thing l« 
'^ery certain, that for many years lie cruelly 
persecuted the Christians. He always in- 
[uired about them when he came to a place, 
lecause he wished, if they were doing well, 
persecute them. He was so silly as to 
hink, that if the Christians flourished, it 
Qjured his power. As soon as Ignatius heard 
dat Trajan had been inquiring about the 
/hristians, he went at once, without being 
ent for, and told the emperor that he was one 
f them. He was then an old man, about 
Bventy-six years of age ; but Trajan was not 
loved at all by his venerable appearance. 
[e tried to make Ignatius give up his Chris^* 
atiity, but the good old man would not ; and 
len the emperor, being very angry, ordered 
[lat he should be bound and caimd \^^ %c\- 
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diers to Rome, and should there, in the sight 
of the people, be thrown to wild beasts, to be 
destroyed by them." 

" And was it done, Uncle Philip ?" 
" Yes, my children ; but listen, and I will 
tell you all about it He was put under a 
g^ard of ten soldiers, and they started with 
him for Rome. On the way they stopped at 
a place named Smyrna, and there Ignatius 
met an old friend. I told you (you will re- 
member) that Ignatius was taught much in his 
youth by St. John. Well, there was another 
youth like himself, who also used to be taught 
with him by the apostle : his name was 
Polycarp. He, too, when he became a man, 
was a preacher ; and when Ignatius reached 
Smyrna, Polycarp was the bishop in that 
city. No doubt these two good men were very 
glad to see each other once more. Polycarp 
encouraged Ignatius, and earnestly begged 
him never to give up Christianity, but to die 
first There was no dangi^r of his giving it 
up. While Ignatius was at Smyrna, all the 
ministers in the neighbourhood came to see 
him and pray with him : he (thongh he knew 
that he was going to Rome to be killed) waa 
thinking not of himself, but how he should bs 
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loing good while he lived. So he wrote in 
Smyrna four letters to four different churches, 
md it is from these letters and some others 
that I shall presently read to you. 

<< After remaining some time at Smyrna, he 

went on to a place named Troas, where he 

wrote three more letters, one to his friend Po- 

lycarp, one to the church at Smyrna, and one 

to the church at a city named Philadelphia. 

He wrote, in all, seven letters on this journey, 

and we will see presently what he says in 

them ; but now let us go on with his history. 

When he came near Rome, crowds of the 

Christians came out to meet him : for they 

had all heard something of this holy man,, 

and wished to see him. From the time of his 

arrival to that of his death, the Christians 

visited him every day, and joined with him in 

his prayers, which he was making to God all 

the, time. At last Ihe day came for him to be 

given to the wild beaats, and they carried him 

to the amphitheatre as it was caUed." 

*^ Uncle Philip, \riiat is an amphitheatre ?" 

<< It is « large round building, (xpkn at the 

lop commotUji and with seats in it, beginning 

low down, and then rising like steps, one 

above the other, until they reach iieaiV^ ^<^ 
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top of the building. It was built in this 
manner so that tiie people when they were 
sitting in it could look over the heads of those 
on the seats before them, and all could see 
what was done in the open space at the 
bottom." 

" What did the Romans have such build 
ings for, Uncle Philip ?" 

" To have their public shows in. The an- 
cient Romans, my children, were a people 
highly civilized, and they knew very many 
useful things: but they did not know ^the 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he has setitJ 
They show us, I think, how far a nation may 
go in being civilized, and becoming great and 
learned without Christianity. In this very 
amphitheatre of which I have been talking, it 
was common for men, calFed gladiators, to 
fight each other with swords until one or both 
were killed ; while the people looked on, and 
thought it was a very pleasant aniusement." 

" Why, Uncle Philip ! did they call this 
good sense! All the sensible boi/s in our 
country, to say nothing about the men, would 
know that it was very foolish as well as 
wicked for men to kill each . other in sport 



'^ V 
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7hese Romans had strange amusements, 
Jucle Philip." 

" So I think, children : and their history 
hows us that, after all, Christianity is a great 
lessing for any nation ; a nation without it 
lay in some things be very great, but (every 
bing else being the same) it will always be 
tappier and greater with it But let us go 
n with our story : Ignatius was carried to 
be amphitheatre, and it was crowded with 
leople, who were abusing him and his God, 
nd anxious to see the wild beasts tear him 
1 pieces. The old man was put in the 
pen space at the bottom of the amphitheatre, 
nd looked around as calmly as if nothing was 
3 be done to him. In a few moments they 
rought in somf lions, which had been starved 
> make them more fierce, and let them loose. 
Lt first the beasts did not see Ignatius, but, 
talking around, looked on the people, and 
illed the place with their roarings." 

" Uncle Philip, what did Ignatius do ? did 
le not try to get out V^ 

" No ; and if he had tried, he would not 
bave succeeded. He stood perfectly still, 
looking on the lions; and all he said was, 
*I shall now, as God's corn, be ground be- 
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tween the teeth of these wild beasts, and be- 
come white bread for my heavenly Master.' 
Just then the lions saw him, and rushed to- 
wards him with open jaws, while the peofJe 
raised a shout of joy ; but their cruel pleasure 
was very short, for in a moment he was dead. 
Nothing was left of him but a few bones, and 
some of the Christians who had gone to see 
him die, that they might be witnesses of his 
firmness, gathertd these few bones together, 
and they were taken to Antioch and buried 
by the Christians there, near the city. And 
now shall we go on, and see what this good 
man wrote ?" 

" If you please, Uncle Philip." 

"I told you then, you will remember, that 
he wrote seven letters ; there are two copies 
of these letters, called the larger and the less, 
because one contains more than the other." 

" Uncle Philip, how did that happen ?" 

"I will tell you. Some persons, after Ig- 
natius was dead, wished to make the world 
believe that his opinions were the same with 
some which they held; and to prove this, 
they took these letters and added to them 
something of their own, which lo^atius nevei 
wrote. These are called the larger letters, 
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and I shall not read any thing from tliem, be- 
cause other people have added to them. I will 
read entirely from the less." 

" Before you begin, Uncle Philip, I just wish 
to ask you why you think Ignatius wrote 
these letters which you call the less ? I am 
sure you have a reason for it." 

'' I have, my children, and it is this ; a great 
many old writers whom I have examined 
say that Ignatius did write them. Polycarp^ 
whom he met at Smyrna, says so ; and a man 
named Ireneus, who lived about the same time, 
says so ; and a mun named Eiisebius, who 
wrote a history of the church in the beginhing, 
and a person named Jerome, and another who 
was called Origen, and a number of others, all 
say that Ignatius wrote these letters. Will 
that proof do T 

" Oh yes. Uncle Philip, that is enough. 
Now let us hear how much this good old man 
knew about the New Testament which we 
now have." 

" In the first place, then, you know that in 
our New Testament there is an epistle from 
St. Paul to the Ephesians ; now I think Ig- 
natius had read that epistle ; for one of his 
own letters is to that same Ephesiaxv eXvwtdcv^ 

F 
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and this is what he says in it about Paul's 
epistle: — 'Ye are the companions of Paul 
the sanctified, the martyr ; deservedly most 
happy: who throughout all his epistle makes 
mention of you in Christ Jesus.' Now if any 
one will read with care the epistle of Paul to 
the Ephesians, he will find that the apostle 
commends them in it very highly, and never 
once reproves them. Let us now turn to the 
Bible. Mary, read in Matthew x, the end of 
verse 16." 

"It says. Uncle Philip, ^be ye therefore 
wise as serperUs and harmless as dovesJ^ 

"Uncle Philip, have you that in your 
book r 

"I have. In the letter which Ignatius wrote 
to Polycarp, he says, ' be wise as a serpent in 
all things, and harmless as a dove.' See now 
what is written in Matthew xii. 33." 

" Here it is ; ^for the tree is known by Us 

fruit J " 

" Very good. In his letter to the Ephesians 
he says, ^ the tree is shown by its fruit' But 
let us go on. Mary, turn to Paul's first epistle 
to the Corinthians, chapter first, and read the 
18th verse." 

" For the preaching of the cross is to them 
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that perish foolishness ; but unto us that are 
9aved it is the power of God. 

" Now read the 20th verse." 

" Where is the wise 7 Where is the scribe 7 
Where is the disjmter of this world ?" 

" Now let me read ; for in this letter of Ig- 
natius to the Ephesians, there is something 
very much like all that; here it is, — *For 
the doctrine of the cross is a stumbling-block 
to unbelievers ; but unto us, salvation and life 
eternal. Where is the wise ? Where is the 
disputer ? Where is the boasting of them that 
are called prudent ?" 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, you may depend upon 
it, Ignatius had seen what Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians." 

« Why do you think so ?" 

" Because what he wrote is so much like 
mrhat St. Paul wrote : why the meaning is the 
mery same, and sometimes even the words are 
exactly alike. Do pou think Ignatius had 
jeen Paul's epistle ?" 

<^ Certainly I do, and think it a reasonable 
>pinion, too. But I will give you another 
)roof that Ignatius imitated what he had read 
n Paul's writings to the Corinthians. If 
Wary will read in that same epistle^ ctva^tiex 
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zv. verse 8, I will show you what I mean. 
What does it say, Mary ?" 

'^ And l(ist of cdlhe was seen oftnealsoy as 
of one bom out of due time.^^ 

" Now hear what Ignatius says in his epistle 
to the Romans : ' For I am not worthy, being 
the last of them, and one born out of due time.' " 

"Go on, Uncle Philip, let us hear some 
more from this good old martyr." 

"Well, in his letter to Polycarp, here is 
something: — *In like manner exhort my 
brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ, to love 
their wives, as the Lord the church.' Now 
let Mary read in Ephesians v. 25." 

" Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the churchJ^ 

" Well, here again in his letter to the church 
at Philadelphia, I read — ' I beseech you that 
ye do nothing through strife.' Now read in 
Philippians ii. 3. 

" Let nothing be done through sttifeJ^ 

" Very good. Now in his letter to Pol3^carp, 
I read, 'pray without ceasing,' and here it is 
again in his letter to the Ephesians, 'pray 
without ceasing.' Now see what is written 
in 1 Thessaloaiansv. 17." 

" The very same words, Uncle Philip, ^prcty 
m/Aout ceasing! " 
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(Veil, my children, let us try once mora. 

lis letter to the Ephesians, I find these 

[s : — ' For it is written, God resisteth the 

d.' What did I tell you about the use of 

¥ords, it is wi^iten ?" 

[ remember, Uncle Philip. You said that 

as the way in which the Jews always 

e when they meant to use words out of a 

which they thought was holy, and came 

God." 
iTery well. I am glad to find you so at- 

ve ; now then, what does Ignatius mean 
sing them here T 

Why he must have bad some holy books, 
e Philip, and these words were written in 
I, I suppose." 

ifou suppose very rightly. Now, Mary, 
3 hear from you. Look first at the epistle 
imes iv. 6, and then at the first epistle of 
r V. 5." 

n both places, Uncle Philip, I find the 
) words : * God resisteth the proud.^ " 
Then you see^ my children, two things. 
ty Ignatius had seen these two epistles by 
3S and Peter : and next, that he looked 
I them as holy writings, because he says, 
tiings contained in them, it is tcritten^ 
I am a/raid that you ate weaxY \ Vi ^om 

f2 
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are I will stop, though I had one Ot two things 
more to say about Ignatius." 

" Oh go on, go on, Uncle Philip ; we will 
listen attentively." 

<< Then I will talk a little longer. In the 
first place, I wished to say that there are a 
great many more places than I have read to 
you, in which Ignatius copies from a Bible just 
like ours. And in the next place, I believe 
that even when he was alive, these holy books, 
or at any rate most of them, were collected 
together, and went under one common name. 
I suppose it was not called the New Testa- 
ment then, but still most of these books were 
then got together by the Christians into one." 

"Why I think. Uncle Phillip, that 
is very probable. The man who printed 
one would go on and print all the rest." 

" Print ! why, my child, there was no such 
thing as printing then." 

" Then how did they make j^oks, Uncle 
Philip?" 

" Copied them with a pen ; and it shows you 
how much the first Christians loved these 
books, and how highly they valued them, 
when they took such pains to make copies of 
them. But let me show you why I think the 
books were collected togethei ^^ea ^ {^ bode 



EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 67 

as when Igitatius was alive. Here is a sen- 
tence m his letter to the Philadelphians : — ^he 
says, ' Fleeing to the gospel^ as the flesh of Jesus, 
and to the apostles, as the presbytery of the 
church. Let us also love the prophetSy because 
that they also spoke of the gospel, and hoped 
in Christ, and expected him.' Now how many 
diflferent things does Ignatius here mention ?" 

" Three, Uncle Philip. 1, Fleeing to the 
gospel ; 2, and to the apostles ; 3, loving the 
prophets : but I do not know exactly what he 
mesms." 

'^ I suppose not, and therefore I will tell you 
what learned men* have thought about it; 
and I cannot help thinking they are right, 
because what they say is reasonable. What 
Ignatius means is this :--^that to find out the 
will of God, he went to die gospels, which he 
believed just as much as if Christ himself, in 
the flesh, as a man, had spoken to him what 
was written in them: he went also to the 
apostles, that is, to the writings contained in 
their epistles or letters : and by the prophets, 
he means the writings of the prophets in the 
Old Testament, for as they were all deadyVhe 
could not love them in any other way but in 

* Qrabe,Mm,lAClere, 
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their writings. Besides this he often mentions 
a collection of sacred writings under the name 
of ' the gospel.' In his letter to the Philadel- 
phians, he says, 'The beloved prophets re- 
ferred to him, but the gospel is the perfection 
of incorruption.' In his letter to the church 
at Smyrna, he says, * Ye ought to hearken to 
the prophets, but especially to the gospeV In 
both these places I think he means our gos- 
pels. So that in his time men had them, 
and looked upon them as holy books." 

" Uncle Philip, I wish you would tell us 
how many of our books Ignatius has taken 
words out of, for you did not read all. I 
just wrote down on this piece of paper as 
you went on, those which Mary read : — they 
were Ephesians, Matthew, 1 Corinthians^ 
PhUippians, 1 Thessalonians, James, and 1 
Peter.'' 

" Very good ; I am much pleased that you 
were so attentive, and I am glad that you spoke 
of it, as otherwise I should have forgotten to 
mention to you all the books in our New 
Testament, which he refers to or copies. Be- 
sides those you have named, there are John's 
gospel, Acts, Romans, 2 Corinthians, Qalor 
tians, Cdossians, 2 Timothy, Titus, PhiU* 
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moTij Hebrews, 1 and 3 John, making in all 
nineteen. 

" Good day, now, my dear children ; when 
you come again, I will show you a picture, 
and tell you a story about another good old 
man.^ 

" Farewell, Uncle Philip." 



. CONVERSATION V. 

Uncle Philip a^d the Children talk about 

Polycarp ; cAii a story is told abotU a good 

-^woman named Perpetua: and of some 

Boys and Girls who were killed for being 

Christians, 

" Well, Uncle Philip, here we all are again, 
you see." 

" Yes, and I am very glad to see you : be- 
cause I cannot help thinking you must be in- 
terested in what I tell you, or you would stay 
away." 

" Oh, we are very much pleased, and ready 
to hear all you have to say. That was a 



^rtfi 
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sorrowful story about Ignatius, which you 
told us the last time we were here ; but we 
liked it, though it was sad : and you said you 
would tell us more like it, of the sufferings of 
the first Christians. Will you do it to-day, 
Uncle Philip ?" 

" Yes, my dear children, before you go I 
will. But let us first take up one more wit- 
ness, and see what he has said : he, is the last 
■ one of those who lived in the first hundred 
years after Christ whom I shall examine. 
His life, too, is a story which will show you 
how good men were persecuted for being 
Christians ; and I am sure you w^l be pleased 
to hear sonpiething about him, when you know 
who the person is of whom I speak." 
" Who is it. Uncle Philip ?" 
'* His name was Polycarp." , 

" What, the friend of Ignatius, whom he 
found at Smyrna, and who was taught by St. 
John himself?" 
" The very same." 

<< Oh, let us hear of him, by all means. It 
is right, as he was the friend of Ignatius, that 
he should come next to him. Let us hear 
about Polycarp, and then you may tell us the 
stories you promised us." 
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Agreed, my children. We wHI then first 
iider 

THE TESTIMONY OF POLYCARP. 

all begin by giving you some account of 
life. 

Polycarp was bom somewhere in the East, 
the precise place and the exact time of his 
1 I cannot find out. But when quite 
Qg, we know, from his own writings as 
. as those of others, that he was taught by 
fohn, and lived with him. As soon as he 
old enough he was made a minister, and 
long afterward he was made the bishop 
lief minister of Smyrna, by St. John him- 
; and he continued in that place for 
nty-four years. Polycarp, my children, 
t have had every opportunity to know 
t books Christians had written, what they 
5ved, and what true Christianity was. 
3 'me that book, and I will read some 
s of it to you which speak of Polycarp." 
Who wrote that book, Uncle Philip ?" 
A man whose name I have mentioned 
re. It was Irenasus, who knew Polycarp 
r well, and had talked with him often, for 
tudied under him : but listen for yourselves 
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to what he says about him. ' Polycarp,' says 
Ireneeus, * teaches the same things, who was 
not only taught by the apostles, and had talked 
with many who had seen Christ, but was also, 
by the apostles, appointed bishop of the church 
of Smyrna, in Asia.' Here is another place, 
too, in which he is mentioned. Irenseus is 
writing to a person named Florinus, and this 
is what he says : — * For I saw you when I was 
very young, in the lower Asia with Polycarp; 
for I remember better the affairs of that time 
than I do those which have happened lately. 
So that lean tell the place in which the blessed 
Polyt^arp sat and taught ; and his going out 
and coming in, and the manner of his life, and 
the form of his person, and the discourses he 
made to the people : and how he told of his 
conversation with John, and with others who 
had seen the Lord : and how he related to us 
their sayings, and what he had heard from 
them concerning the Lord, both concerning 
his miracles and his doctrine, as be had re- 
ceived them from the eyewitnesses. All 
which Polycarp related agreeably to the 
Scriptures.' " 
" Well, Uncle Philip, Polycarp had certainly 
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)d opportunity to know something about 
itianity, as you said." 
f es, indeed, he had : but let us now go 
ith his life, or rather with the latter part 
Polycarp continued at Smyrna, doing 
le good in his power ; he often saw or 
1 of the persecutions of the poor Chris- 

; until at last his own time to suffer 
!, and we have a full history of it in a 
' which the church of Smyrna wrote 
t it. Several Christians in Smyrna had 
put to death very cruelly ; at last the 
len people cried out that Polycarp should 
lied. He heard it unmoved, and wished 
imain where he was, until they should 
i to take him. But the people of his 
*h would not let him stay in the city. 
' carried him to a country-house a few 

distant, where he was constantly occu- 
with his friends in praying. At last it 
bund out where he was, and the officers 

to take him. In that country the houses 

iat roofs, and Polycarp, who was in the 

r story, might have got on his roof and 

d to that of the house next to his, and so 

ed; but he would not. The officers 

late in the evening, after the good old 

o 
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man had gone to bed ; he rose and came 
down stairs to them, and spoke so kindly to 
them, that even they felt sorry, and said they 
thought it was useless to trouble a man so old 
and quiet ; but they were obliged to take him, 
as they had been ordered. 

" Polycarp ordered a supper to be prepared 
for them ; and asked them just to allow him 
one hour to pray, without being disturbed. 
They told him he might have it ; when he 
prayed so fervently, that the officers, who felt 
pity for him, did not interrupt him for two hours. 
At length they took him, and placing him on 
an ass, they s^. JOU|. for the city. As they 
came near fio^N^fi ^^^ chief magistrate 
was riding out ixt Ulr carriage, and met him. 
He knew Polycarp to be a good and harmless 
man, and I suppose he pitied him also : at any 
rate, he asked the old man to get into the carriage 
with him ; and Polycarp did so. As they rode 
together, the magistrate (who was anxious to 
save him) endeavoured to persuade him to 
renounce Christianity. 'What harm,' says be, 
'^can it be for you to say, our lord the emperor, 
and to offer sacrifices to the gods V Polycarp 
at first was silent, but at length replied, 'I 
caimot do what you advise me.' 
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"Finally, the magistrate became very angry, 
»use Polycarp remained firm, and with some 
ry harsh language, he pushed him out ot 
$ carriage, and the old man, falling on the 
)und, hurt one of his legs very much. He 
ysBj but said not a word to the magistrate, 
d quietly went on with the guard, as if 
thing had happened. At last he reached 
3 city, and was carried at once before the 
art. The governor said to him, ' Are you 
Jycarp V He answered, ' I am.' Then he 
id to him, ' Swear, curse Christ, and I will 
: you free.' The old man answered ' Eighty 
d six years have I sforved him, and he never 
lured me ; how cait't ctit^e my King and my 
.viour?" 

" Oh, Uncle Philip ! was not that a beautiful 
swer 7^ 

''Beautiful, indeed, my childrei;i: and I 
ver think of Polycarp's answer without 
oiembering that it would be hard to find 
e person who could say that Christ had ever 
jured him. But I am sorry that it is not 
6|cult to find many who hate, and would 
jure Christ. The governor went on, and 
essed him still to deny Christ. ' JNo,' says 
olycarp, ' for I tell thee freely I am a Chri«- 
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tian.' Then the governor ordered it to be 
proclaimed that Polycarp had owned himself 
a Christian, and must therefore die. 

" When the crowd heard this, they shouted 
for joy, and desired that he might be thrown 
to the wild beasts ; but as it did not happen 
to be the time for the public games, when 
wild beasts were kept for men to fight with, 
their wish was not granted ; and Polycarp 
was ordered, at their request, to be burnt 
alive. As soon as the order was given, off ran 
the Jews and heathens to the baths, and 
to the different market-places, where wood 
was kept, and in a very short time gathered 
together a pile for burning the poor old man. 
When they brought him to it, they were 
going to nail him fast, but he said to them, 
* Leave me thus, I pray, unfastened ; He who 
has enabled me to abide the fire, will give me 
strength also to remain firm on the stake.' 
Then he asked them to give him time to pray. 
Would you Hke to hear the prayer which he 
made ?" 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip ; what did he aiay ? 
Did he pray that God would punish his wicked 
persecutors ?'' 

** Oh no ; this was his prayer : — ' O Lord! 
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Imighty God! the Father of thy be- 
ved Son, Jesus Christ ! through whom we 
ive received the knowledge of thee ! God 
!" the angels, and of the whole creation, of the 
hole human race, and of the saints who live 
ifoTG thy presence ! I thank thee that thou 
&8t thought me worthy, this day, and this 
>ur, to share the cup of Christ, among the 
umber of thy witnesses, for the resurrectioa 
• eternal life, both of soul and body, in the in- 
irruption of the Holy Ghost : — among whom 
lay I be received into thy presence this day, 
I an acceptable sacrifice, as thou, the faithful 
id true God hast ordained, promised, and art 
jw fulfilling. For this, and for every thing, 

praise thee, I bless thee, I glorify thee, 
irough the eternal High-priest, Jesus Christ, 
ly beloved Son, by whom, and with whom, 
I the Holy Spirit, be glory to thee, both now 
ad for ever. Amen.' 

^ As soon as he said amen, they set fire to 

le wood, and it blazed up, but arched around 

im like the sail of a ship filled with wind ; 

ad one of those present, seeing that his body 

ras not burnt, plunged a sword into him, 

rhen he fell down into the flames and was 

oon consumed. The Christians gathered up 

g2 
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what was left of his bones, and buried them ; 
and this was the end of Polycarp, bishop of 
Smyrna, in the year of our Lord 167, though 
some think it was in the year 148 ; and when 
he was su[)p<)sed to be about one hundred and 
twenty years old." 

" And a very interesting story it is, Uncle 
Philip, and we thank you for it. And now 
tell us, if you please, what he wrote that has 
come down to our times." 

" There is but one writing of his of which 
I know any thing, and that is a letter to the 
church of the Philippians. Now let us see 
how it will agree with our New Testament. 
Here I read, * Do we not know that the saints 
shall judge the world, as Paul teaches V Now, 
Mary, I think you will fiuA that Paul does 
teach that, in 1 Corinthians vi. 12." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, he does : — ^ Do ye not 
know that the saints shall judge the worldT^ 

" Well, here Polycarp speaks again :— ' For 
I trust that ye are well exercised in the Holy 
Scriptures ; as in these scriptures it is said,— 
Be ye angry, and sin not. And, Let not the 
sun go down upon your v^rath? Mary, look 
at Ephesians iv. 26." 

" I have found it, Uncle Philip : — « Be p 
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wtigry^ and sin not : let not the sun go down 
upa7t your wratk.^ " 

" Uncle Philip, I have thought of some- 
thing." 

« What is it ?" 

"Why, Poiycarp calls the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, Holy Scriptures^ 

" Very true ; and I should think that they 
were in pretty general use, too, when Poiycarp 
hopes that all the people in the church at 
Philippi, were well exercised in them. But 
let us go on. St. Paul, you know, wrote an 
epistle to these same Philippians. Let us see 
if Poiycarp knew any thing about such a letter. 
I think he did, for here he says,—' For neither 
I, nor any one else like me, can come up to 
the wisdom of the blessed and renowned 
Paul, who, when absent, wrote unto you an 
epistle, into which, if ye look, you will be able 
to edify yourselves in the faith which has been 
delivered to you.' " 

" Ah, it is plain enough, Uncle Philip, that 
Poiycarp believed that Paul wrote the Epistle 
to the Philippians." . 

" So I think : but let us proceed. Here is 
a sentence from Poly carp's letter, — * Remem- 
Dering what the Lord said, teaching : — Judge 
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not, that ye be not judged ; forgive, and ye shall 
be forgiven ; be ye merciful, that ye may ob- 
tain mercy ; with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again ; and blessed 
are the poor, and they that are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the king- 
dom of God.' Now, Mary, read first Mat- 
thew V. 3." 

" It says, — * Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heavenJ " 

" Now verse 7." 

" Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy .^ 

" Now verse 10." 

" Blessed are they that are persecuted for 
righteousness^ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven^ 

" Now Matthew vii. 1 and 2P 

" Judge not, that ye be not judged. And 
toith what measure ye m£te, it shall be meaS' 
ured to you again?^ 

" Now turn to Luke vi. 20." 

" Blessed be ye poor, for yours is the king- 
dom of GodJ^ 

" Once more, Mary ; the 36th, 37th, and 
38th verses of that chapter." 

« Be ye therefoffB^jsiierciful, as your FatiUf 
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itso is merdfuL Judge not, and ye shall not 
^judged,— forgive, and ye shall be forgiven : 
for ttnth the same measure that ye mete, it 
hall be measured to you againP 

"Well, my children, every one of these 
massages which Mary has just read for us are 
>ut down in our New Testament as the words 
►f Christ. So now you may see for your- 
elves where Polycarp found out that the Lord 
lad taught such things as Polycarp said he 
lad taught. Now we will read from the good 
AA man again. 

" Here he says, — ' As the Lord hath said : 
he Spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
veak.' " 

" Uncle Philip, the Lord did say that to 
he disciples when they were sleepy, and could 
lot watch : for I read it to my mother, last 
Sunday, in the Bible." 

" I know he said if, and you may find an 
iccount of it in Matthew xxvi. 41." 

" But I read it in Mark, Uncle Philip." 

" I dare say you did, for it is also recorded 
Q Mark xiv. 38." 

** Here again, Polycarp says,—' Whom God 
iftth raised, having loosed the pains of hell.' 
Liook at Acts ii. 24." 
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" It is here, sir,—' WTkam God hath rtnsml 
up, having loosed the pains of death.** 

"Well, here is another passage, — 'And we 
must all stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ.' You will find the same words, Mary, 
if you will look, in Romans xiv. 10." 

" I have found it. Uncle Philip : — ' We shall 
ail stand before the judgmerU-seat of Christ.^ " 

" My children, I could go on for an hour 
giving you quotations from the New Testa- 
ment by Polycarp; but I wish not to 
fatigue you, and so you shall have but one 
more : — ' In whom, though you see him not, 
ye believe, and believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.' Now look at 
the first Epistle of Peter i. 8." 

"It is here. Uncle Philip; — ^ In whom, 
though now you see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory: " 

" Uncle Philip, in how many places does 
Polycarp quote from our New Testament, or 
allude to it ?" 

" In thirty-eight different /j^ces, my chil- 
dren, though his letter is mt '« short one. 
Besides this, he calls the gospels and epistles 
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the onwles of the. Lord; and the Holy Scrip- 
turcf."^ 

"Well, now, Uncle Philip, I wish to write 
down, as I did before^ the names of the books 
from which Polycarp has copied. Will you 
be so good as to mention them 7" 

" Yes, I have written them for you on this 
bit of paper. They are Matthew, Luke, 1 
Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians ; these he quotes : and he refers, 
or alludes, to Acts, Romans, 2 Corinthians, 
Qalatians, 1 and 2 Timothy, 1 Peter, and 
1 John. And now, my children, do you think 
anybody knew of the books of our New 
Testament in the first hundred years after 
Christ?" 

" Knew of them ! why certainly they did. 
Uncle Philip. You have read to us a great 
many sentences which show that they must 
have known the very same things which are 
written in our Bible, and you said that you 
could have read many more." 

^ Yes, my dear children, I think that I could 
have read neaf% if not quite, five hundred ; 
and I have ho doubt that the greater part of 
the books in our N^w Testament were not 
only in general use towards the end of the 
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iSrst hundred years after our Saviour, but that 
they had also before that time been collected 
into one volume. 

" And now, my children, I have one thing 
more to say before I tell you the stories which 
I promised you ; it is this : — there is not an- 
other ancient book in the world which has as 
much proof from four authors, living about 
the time when it appeared, to show that it is 
genuine, as can be produced for the New 
Testament, — from Barnabas, and Clement, and 
Ignatius, and Polycarp. I wish you to re- 
member this. And now for the stories. 

" The first one which I shall relate is about 
a Christian woman named Vivia Perpetua. 
She was a young lady belonging to a noble 
family, and was but little more than twenty 
years old when she was put into prison for 
being a Christian. Her father was a heathen, 
but her mother was a Christian. I do not 
know what her husband was: but she was 
very much beloved by all her relations, and 
at the time of her imprisonment she had a 
young child, an infant at the breast. Before 
she was imprisoned she was kept for some 
days under a guard ; and during this time her 
poor old father visited her, and as he loved her 
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very much, he most earnestly entreated of her 
to give up her religion, and save her life. 
There was a jar, or vessel to hold water, in 
the room; she pointed to it, and said, ' Father, 
can you give any other name than jar to that 
vessel V He answered, No. ' No more can I 
call myself by any other name than that of 
Christian,' said she. The poor old father, half- 
distracted, threw himself upon her, and would 
have done her some serious injury, in his 
rage, had he not been prevented." 

" For some days she saw no more of her 
&ther. When they put her into the prison, 
she said that at first she was very much 
terrified, for she had never before seen such a 
jiace of horrible darkness. She had always 
lived in great comfort, for her family was 
rich: besides, the crowd of prisoners was 
very great, and the weather was warm ; and 
she was very anxious about her infant, which 
she had with her. Her friends, however, by 
paying money, got her removed to a more 
comfortable part of the prison ; and then, for 
several days, Perpetua said, she was as happy 
as she ever was ; for God comforted her, so 
that the prison became a palace to her. At 
length, a day was fixed for her trial, and her 
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aged and heart-broken father visitei 
. the prison, the night before, and aga 
to persuade her to renounce Chri 
* If I have brought you up,' said he, 
age, — if I have loved you more tha 
did your brothers, do not take away i 
my respectabihty.' The old man 
that if his daughter was publicly put I 
his family would be disgraced; so I 
on talking to her : — ' Think of your 
and your aunt, and your little son, wl 
die if you are taken away : oh ! giv6i 
pride and obstinacy, or you will kill 
And then the sorrowful old man ti 
hands, and kissing them again and a| 
at last fell on his knees at her feet, ai 
as if his heart was broken. He ca] 
daughter the mistress of his happini 
of all that was dear to him. All this, 
may well suppose, my children, di 
Perpetua very much : but she could n 
her God ; so she could only say to hei 
that when she was brought before the 
God would order every thing as he t 
best. Here is a picture of the old ma 
ing his daughter in the prison. 
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" The next day Perpetua was carried before 
the judge ; and after several other prisoners 
had been examined, just as it came to her 
turn, her poor old father suddenly stood be- 
fore her with her child in his arms, and once 
more began to entreat her. Even the judge 
was moved when he saw this, and spoke to 
Perpetua. ' Spare the old age of your father, 
and the helplessness of your babe,' said he : 

* sacrifice to our gods.' Perpetua answered, 

* I will do nothing of that kind.' ' Are you a 
Christian T said the judge. ' I am,' was the 
reply of this noble woman. When she said 
this, her father tried to drag her by force out 
of the court ; and the judge ordered him to 
be driven away. One of the officers struck 
him a violent blow with his staff. ' Oh !' said 
Perpetua, 'I felt that blow as if it had fallen 
on myself, to see my father so treated in his 
old age.' 

" The prisoners were all sentenced to be 
thrown to the wild beasts, and were ordered 
back to the prison until the time came. Per- 
petua sent to her father, to ask for her child that 
it might be with her as long as she was suffered 
to live ; but he would not send it. He however 

visited her himself, and tried, as before, to 
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" Why, Uncle Philip, she was very brave, 
for a woman." 

"And what made her brave, my child? 
Do you suppose she thought her religion was 
true, or false ?" 

" Oh, she must have thought it was true." 

" So I think, my children ; and more than 
that, I believe that she felt it to be true in her 
own heart. Now a man may know that the 
Christian religion is true, and yet live as if it 
were false. Such a man does not feel it to 
be true, for he does not obey it, and therefore it 
gives him no comfort. A man's head may 
understand well enough why it is all true ; 
but a man's heart must feel it to be so before 
he will try to obey it." 

" Well, dear Uncle Philip, there is one thing 
I wish you would tell us. Now I believe it 
is all true ; how shall I feel it, so that I will 
love to obey it ?" 

" God will help you, my children, if yon 
ask' of him. Pray to him for the Holy Spirit, 
and you may learn more in a short space 
than Uncle Philip could teach you in a life- 
time. I know of nothing else but prayer, by 
which we can be brought to feel the truth 
and the comfort of Christiamty \ ^xv^ \ ^xsi 
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sure I know of nothing better worth asking 
for, than the helps of the Holy Spirit ; and I 
read in the Bible that God is very kind to- 
wards us, and willing to give us the Spirit, if 
we ask of Him in sincerity, and in the name 
of his blessed Son, our Lord Jesus Christ 
And I have no doubt that Perpetua was filled 
with Christian courage, because she had 
prayed; and God had given unto her the 
Spirit to instruct, and to comfort, and to 
strengthen her. But it is time to go on with 
another story : before I begin it, however, as 
I wish you not to fall into mistakes, let 
me tell you that I selected Perpetua's story to 
relate, merely because I thought you would 
like it, as it is a striking story." 

" And so we do like it, Uncle Philip." 
" Very well, I am glad you do ; but you 
must remember, that as to the time when she 
was put to death, it was not in the first hun- 
dred years, of which we have been talking ; 
but it was very soon ailer the year 200. It is 
not of much consequence, but still I wish you 
not to be misled, and to hear from me nothing 
but what I believe to be true. And now I 
think I must tell you the history of a Chris- 
tian child, who was put to death for his reli- 
gion : would you like to Yve«t \\. V 
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" Oh yes, Uncle Philip, by all means. Was 
ft a boy or a girl ?" 

'^ The story I am thinking of is about a 
boy, whose name was Cyril. But there are 
some also concerning girls, and perhaps we 
may talk of them hereafter." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, go on now about Cyril, 
if you please." 

" This Cyril lived, my children, about the 
year 257, at a place called Caesarea. There 
were several places of that name, but this was 
in Cappadocia. Somehow or other the child 
had heard about Jesus Christ ; and it was not 
long after that he began ta pray to Him. His 
father was no Christian, and therefore he 
threatened to punish his son, if he did not 
cease praying to Jesus. The child would not 
cease, but prayed to him more than ever ; and 
then his father beat him. He still, however^ 
persevered ; the other boys of that place who 
knew him, laughed at him, and at last hated 
him for being a Christian; and finally his 
father turned him out of doors, and drove 
him away from his house, without giving 
him any thing." 

"Stop there a moment. Uncle Philip, if 
you please. There is a boy in owx ^Ow^Ol 
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just like those boys who hated Cyril. 1 
laughed at me because I told him that I wouli 
not for a great deal go to bed without sayinj 
my prayers." 

" Then he acted very wickedly ; and yoi 
must remember, whenever you say you} 
prayers, to pray for that boy, and ask God U 
make him better. That is your duty : wil 
you do it ?" 

" Why, yes, I will, Uncle Philip ; but I waj 
very angry with him for laughing at me." 

" I dare say you were. But his laughing 
did you no harm, though your own angei 
did you much. Who was it that said ' For 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive thoa 
who trespasss against us V " 

" It was our blessed Saviour, sir. I see, '. 
see, Uncle Philip ; you need not say any more 
my duty is to forgive him : and I will ask Go< 
to help me to do so." 

" Right, my dear child : adhere to that ml 
and God will bless you. No man's enmit] 
can then harm you, but it will tend to mak 
your soul better and happier. But l^t me g 
on with Cyril, who, I dare say, very full; 
forgave his young acquaintances who hate 
him without a cause. When the poor bo; 
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\ driven from his father's house, he was 
a taken by the officers and carried before 
judge. He was enraged against Cyril, 
still, as he was merely a child, he thought 
t he could coax or frighten him out of his 
gion. So, says he, ' My child, I will for- 
e your faults, your father shall take you 
k again, and when he is dead you shall 
re all his estate, if you will act like a sensi- 
boy, and give up your Christianity.' The 
3sed boy answered him, 'I am willing 
t you should find fault with me, and blame 
. My father has turned me out of our 
ise, and I am willing to bear it for God's 
:e ; for when I die, he will give me a better 
ise than my father's : and I am not afraid 
die.' The judge then thought that he 
uld frighten him : so he ordered the officers 
>ind him, and carry him off to be burnt ; 
; he had also ordered them privately not to 
•n him, but merely to show him the fire, 
len they returned with him, they told the 
Ige that the child did not even shed a tear, 
show any alarm at the fire. The judge 
n spoke to him again : ' My child, you 
sre seen the fire ; be wise, and go back to 
ir father's house and fortune' TVv^fe^x- 
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less lad, answering in a voice as firm a 
boyish tones would allow, made eveii 
officers, who were accustomed to persecut 
and cmelty, weep when they heard I 
' It was not kind,' said he to the judge, 
bring me back again ; I am not afraid of y 
fire. I wish not for my father's house. ' 
fire would send me to a better house t 
his ; therefore, kill me, and let me go to 
The judge then ordered him to be put 
death, and it was done. And now, n 
this story of Cyril, I think it is time to s 
for the present. So good-by to you, 
children." 

"Good day. Uncle Philip.'' 
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CONVERSATION VI. 

fide Philip tecuJies Children to be humble^ 
mnd reads to them out of the writings of 
four good old men, 

"Uncle Philip, I have been thinking 

.ich about that story of Cyril." 

" Well, and what have you thought ?" 

" WTiy, Cyril must have felt that what b6 

lieved about Christ was true ; and Cyril, you 

ow, was but a boy." 

" Very good : and what does that prove ?" 

" It proves, I think, that a boy may be re- 

ious as well as a man." 

" Yes ; a boy, no doubt, may be very reli- 

)us, and many good men of whom we read 

5re pious from a very early age. King 

Iward, of whom I told you, was an instance 

a very religious boy. But let us be careful 

re not to make a mistake. I have toad \]l\^ 
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lives of some children, who were represente 
as having all the religious knowledge of vei 
aged Christians. Now I do not exactly b 
lieve all these stories. I think that God wi 
teach a child who prays to him, to see h 
duty in most cases, and he will give hii 
strength, too, to do his duty when he sees il 
and such a child may know more aboi 
Christianity than a wicked man knows ; bi 
he will not know half as much as a good ma 
does, who prays as fervently as the child cai 
Little boys and girls have much to learn i 
religion, as well as in every thing else, ft 
people are not bom pious : now childre 
must learn by degrees, for their minds mui 
grow, just as much as their bodies, and som 
things in religion they cannot understan 
until their minds get older. If we hadn 
heads to think, I believe that we should kno^ 
very little about religion. One of the greater 
purposes for which God has given us reaso 
is, that we may think of, and examine, and oi 
derstand his religicm ; but if a little chik 
wbose reason is very little, can understand a 
afioat it, I do not see what use there was i 
giving reason for this purpose to men an 
women. If the child can understand it vnA 
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U reason, surely his father and mother can ; 
id yet God gave them reason to understand 

Do you know what I mean ?" 
"Yes, Uncle Philip: you believe that 
ough a child cannot know as much about 
od and religion as an old person, yet, if he 
! a good child, and prays to God to teach 
in, and to help him to be good, that God 
ill help him, and he may be religious." 
" Yes, my dear children, I am sure of it, for 
od can make praise come 'out of the 
louths of babes and sucklings ;' and such a 
lild may have the Spirit of God, and may 
ust in our blessed Saviour, and know, too, 
hat he is doing, and yet there will be a great 
»il in religion which he cannot understand, 
nd before I go on to something else, let me 
11 you, there is one thing, my children, 
hich such a child will not do." 
« What is that. Uncle Phihp?" 
** Such a child will never undertake to teach 
brisUans older than himself. He will rather 
ek to be taught by them. And now are 
>u ready to go back to the old books again V^ 
*'Yes, Uncle Philip. Will you not Hgf^ 
me more stories to tell us about those first 
dristians T 
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" Very probably I shall ; but are you listen- 
ing for the sake of the stories merely ?" 

"No, no, sir; but I do like the stories, 
Uncle Philip ; and when you tell us one about 
any of these old men, it helps me to remember 
what you read out of their writings." 

" That is just what I wished it should do. 
Now let us proceed. We have done with the 
first hundred years, let us take the uext hun- 
dred." 

"Are there many writers in the next hun- 
dred years, Uncle Philip V 

"Many more than in the first: there arc 
between twenty and thirty, but I shall read 
from a fewi^nly, and the first which I shall 
bring forward is, 

THE TESTIMONY OP PAPIAS. 

" Papias flourished between the years 110 
and 116, and I shall just read what he says 
as to certain facts. 'Matthew,' sa3rs he, 
'wrote the divine oracles in the Hebrew 
tongue.' You will remember that I told yon 
some learned men have supposed that Mat- 
thew's gospel was written first in Hebrew: 
if it was, it was very soon translated into 
Greek, for all the places which I have read to 
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out of the writers of the first century, 
1 Matthew is quoted, are in Greek, and 
like the Greek Testament which we now 
. At any rate, here is proof that in the 
116, Matthew's gospel was known, and 
le called it his. In another place, Papias 
saking about St. Mark, and this is whal 
.jrs :— ' And this the presbyter said — ^ " 
Yho does he mean by the presbjrter, 
e Philip?' 

The whole passage shows that he means 
; but let me go on : — ' And this the 
yter said : — Mark, being the interpreter 
iter, wrote exactly what he remembered, 
not in the order in which things were 
sn or done by Christ. He followed Peter, 
made his discourses for the profit of those 
hpard him, but not in the way of a 
!a3r history of our Lord's words. How- 
Mark committed no mistake, for one 
; he made his care, to omit nothing which 
id heard (from Peter), and to say nothing 
in what he related :' this is what Papias 
about St. Mark." 

Jncle Philip, I think that Mark would 
• what he wrote to Peter; would you not 

:so?" 

i2 
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" Yes ; and we happen to have proof that 
he did do so. Qive me that large book. This 
book was written by a man named Clement, 
of Alexandria, who hved in the second hun- 
dred years, not long after Papias } and here is 
a place in which he says that Peter read over 
the book of Mark, and said it was all correct. 
So here we have proof that Mark's gospel was 
known as far back as from 110 to 116, and 
John puts its credit upon the fact that it re- 
lated truly what Peter had said. 

" I shall say no more now about Papias, 
because I am anxious to bring another wit- 
ness. 

THE TESTIMONY OF JUSTIN MARTYR. 

- "Uncle Philip, why was he called Martyr; 
was he put to death ?" 

"Yes. Justin was a very learned man, 
born in the yeaf 103, and kille*d about the 
year 164. He was not a Christian until he 
was thirty years old. He had travelled a 
great deal, and had every opportunity of see- 
ing how the Christians acted, and of finding 
out what they believed. When the Roman 
emperors were cruelly persecuting the poor 
Christians, Justin wrote two apologies for 
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iihem. In his first apology there is this sen- 
tence : — ' At the isafne time, an angel was 
sent to the same virgin, saying, Behold thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb by the Holy 
Ghost ; and thou shalt bring forth a son, and 
he shall be called the Son of the Highest. 
And thou shalt call his namer Jesus, for he 
shall save his people from their sins: as 
they have taught who have written the histoiy 
of all things concerning our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and we believe them.' 

<< Here is another place in the same apol- 
ogy : — ' But lest we should seem to deceive 
you, it may be fit to lay before you some of 
the doctrines of Christ. His words were 
short, for he was no sophist — ^ " 
" What is a sophist. Uncle Philip T 
''A cunning man, who seems to reason 
£urly and truly, when he does not ; — < he was 
no sophist, but his word was the power of 
God : he spoke in this manner' — ^And if thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out : for it is 
better for thee to enter inte the kingdom of 
heaven with one eye, than having two eyes 
to be cast into eternal fire.' Now Christ did 
say these words, my children, and thef are 
written in our gospels. • a \ . 
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'< Now I will read you another place, wher 
a the same page he quotes Matthew, am 
ilark, and Luke. 'And in other words h< 
says, Deport from me into atUer darknees 
which the FcUherhfjts prepared for Satan am 
his angels.^ These words are in Matthew 
XXV. 41. ' And again he said, in other words 
I give unto you power to tread upon serpente^ 
and scorpions, and venomous beasts, and upon 
aU the powers of the enemy J These you wiXi 
find in Luke x. 19. 'And before he wac 
crucified, he i^id, TTie Son ofmanmustsuffei 
many things, and be rejected of the scribei 
and Pharisees, and be crucified, and ris 
again the third day? These words are i 
Mark viii. 31. 

" Besides these, I am pretty sure that ? 
had John's gospel, too ; for in one place, whr 
he is speaking of John the Baptist, he s( 
'They suspected him to be the Christ 
whom he said, I am not the Christ, but 
voice of one crpng, there will come 
mightier than me, whose shoe-latchets ' 
not worthy to bear.' I think he learnec 
firom John i. 20, 23, 27. And here is 
tence which he must have got from Su 
gospel, for it is not written anywhere 
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the Bible, but in John iii., < For Christ him- 
tielf has said, Except ye be bom again, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Now 
let me show you some facts from Justin's 
writings, and then we will pass on to the next 
testimony. Here are two sentences which I 
wish you to notice particularly : — * For the 
apostles in the memoirs composed by them, 
which are called gospels, have thus delivered 
it, that Jesus commanded them to take bread, 
and give thanks.' That is one ; here is the 
other. He is giving an account to the Romaic 
emperor of the manner in which the Chris- 
tians worshipped ; and he says, < The memoirs 
of the apostles, or the writings of the prophets, 
are read according as the time allows: and 
when the reader has ended, the president 
makes a discourse, exhorting to the imitation 
of such excellent things.' 

" So you perceive that Justin had all our 
gospels ; that apostles wrote them ; that they 
were collected together, they were open for 
everybody to see them, they were read in 
public worship, and Christians were instructed 
out of them. Besides, I think that we learn 
from Justin, that this was probably the prac- 
tice of aU the Christian churches \ foi Vv^\v^& 
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travelled much, and seen most of them. He 
was giving an account of Christians to the 
Roman emperor ; and he knew if he told an 
untruth, it would be found out immediately. 
We learn, too, that the people must have 
thought much of these gospels, or they would 
not have been instructed out of them. And 
besides the gospels, I have now to tell you 
that Justin refers to, or quotes, Acts, 1 Corin- 
thians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 2 
Peter, and Revelations ; and he aajs expressly 
that this last was written by John. Now let 
us proceed to 

THE TESTIMONY OF IRENEUS. 

<< Do you remember my speaking to you 
of Polycarp ?" 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip ; very well." 
" This Ireneus, then, was a pupil of Poly- 
carp, and the first thing which I shall read from 
him is a long sentence in which he mentions all 
the gospels. Here it is : — ' For we have not 
received the knowledge of the way of our 
salvation by any others than those by whom 
the gospel has been brought to us : which 
gospel they Crst pleached, and afterward, by 
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the will of God, committed to writing that it 
might be for time to come the pillar and 
foundation of our faith. For after that our 
Lord rose from the dead, and they (the apos- 
tles) were endued from above with the power 
of the Holy Ghost coming down upon them, 
they received a perfect knowledge of all 
things. Hiey then went forth to all the ends 
of the earth, declaring to men the blessings 
of heavenly peace, having all of them, and 
every one alike, the gospel of God. Matthew, 
then among the Jews, wrote a gospel in their 
own language, while Peter and Paul were 
preaching the gospel at Rome, and founding 
a church there. And after their departure, 
Mark also, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, 
delivered to us in writing the things that had 
been preached by Peter : and Luke, the com- 
panion of Paul, put down in a book the 
gospel preached by Paul. Afterward John, 
the disciple of the Lord, who also leaned upon 
his breast, he likewise published a gospel 
while he dwelt at Ephesus, in Asia.' " 

« Why, Uncle Philip, it is plain that this 
man had the gospels, .and knew, too, who wrote 
them.'' 

^ Yes ; but here is another passage whicJx 
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makes it plainer «till : ' The gospel accordh 
to John declares Christ's glorious and p 
iaary generation from the Father — In the I 
ginning wcis the word. Bat the gospel 8 
cording to Luke, being of a priestly charactt 
begins with Zacharias the priest offerir 
incense to God. Matthew relates his gener 
tion according to man — The hook of the ge. 
eration of Jesus Christ, the son of Damd, ti 
son of Abraham. Mark begins from tl 
prophetic spirit which came down froi 
above to men, saying, — The beginning ofti 
gospel of Jesus Christ as it is written i 
Esaias the prophet.^ What say you x\o\ 
children ?" 

" Oh, he had our gospels, for he tells us tl 
beginning of his, and I believe they are ju 
like ours." 

" They are so. The Acts of the Apostl< 
is a book very often quoted by Ireneus, aii 
he saja expressly that Luke wrote it. As 1 
St. Paul's epistles, he quotes thirteen of then 
and says that Paul wrote them. I ha^ 
written down on this paper some of his sei 
tences, with the sentences from the New To 
tament by the side of them, that you migl: 
see them all at once ; and if you will see 
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the places in the New Testament, you will 
find them all correct. Here Mary, read thia 
paper." 



IRENEUS. 



i( 



This same thing Paul has 
expLuned, writing to the Ro- 
mans : Paid, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ., separated to the gospel of 
Cod." 

" And again, writing of Is- 
rael to the Romans, he says : — 
Whose are the fathersy and of 
whom, as concerning the flesh, 
Christ came, who is God over all 
blessed for ever." 

"This also Paul manifestly 
shows in his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, saying, — 3fore- 
over, brethren, I voould not that ye 
should be Ignorant, how that all our 
fathers were under the cloud" 

*' Paul, in the second to the 

Corinthians : — In whom the god 

of this world has blinded the eyes 

of them that believe not." 

"The apostle Paul says, in 

he Epistle to the Galatians : — 

Wherefore then serveth the law 

nf works / It was added until the 

teed should come to whom the 

fnmise was made." 

**Aa the hiessed Paul says 
in the Epistle to the Ephe- 
Wi>--For we are members of 



ST. PAUL. 

"Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of 
God.'* Romans i. 1. 

" Whose are the fathers, and 
of whom as concerning the 
flesh, Christ came, who is over 
all God blessed for ever." Ro- 
mans ix. 5. 

" Moreover, brethren, I would 
not that ye should be ignorant 
how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud." 1 Corinthi- 
ans X. 1. 



"In whom the god of this 
world hath bhnded the mindt 
of them which believe not." 2 
Corinthians iv. 4. 

" Wherefore then serveth 
the law? It was added be- 
cause of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom 
the promise was made.** Gbhh 
tians iii. 19. 

" For we <ire members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his 
I bones." Enhesians t. 2M>, 

X 
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ST. PAUL. 



IRENEUS. 

kk body, of his jUthy and of his 



n 
n 



' Again he (Paul) says, in the 
Epistle to the Colossians: — 
iMke, the behv^ physician^ greets 



"Luke, the beloved ph 
cian, and Demas greet y( 
Coloesians iv. 14. 



" Thank you, Mary. I have written do' 
these sentences, my children, merely to sh 
you how Ireneus quotes the epistles of 
Paul: and in this mafiner he mentions 
name every epistle of St. Paul's except Ph 
mon and Hebrews. He quotes Hebrewis, I 
does not sav that it is Paul's. Besides th 
he quotes James ; 1 and 2 Peter (and f 
expressly, the first was written by Pfef 
1 and 2 John he quotes as John's ; Jude. 
Revelation, which he also quotes as Join 

" Uncle Philip, all this is very strong 
that Ireneus had our New Testament." 

^' There cgtn be no doubt of it, my eh: 
in the minds of honest people. But ] 
not yet done with him. I think that in 1 
the books of the New Testament we 
lected together into one ; for he speak 
writings of * the scriptures ;' ' the g 
^the divine scriptures;' Hhe divine < 
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^the scriptures of the Liord.' He has also this 
expression, — 'The code of the New Testa- 
ment, as well as the Old.' 

^Now, my children, remember that this 
man was taught by Polycarp, and Polycarp 
was taught by St. John himself, and was the 
companion of the apostles. Here then is a 
man who had the very best opportunity in 
his day of knowing what the apostles did, 
and what books they held sacred, and who 
was supposed, at thkt early period, to have 
written these books; and we find him well 
acquainted with every book in our New Tes- 
tament except two short ones, Philemon and 
3 John, which he probably had no special 
occasion to use: and we find him also in 
every case but one or two, naming as the 
authors the very persons whom we at this 
day think were the authors. 

" Now I shall read to you out of one more 
eld book, and then we will stop for this morn- 
ing. We come now to 

THE TESTIMONY OP TERTULLIAN." 

« Who was this Tertullian, Uncle Philip r 
/ ^Be was born at Carthage, which was then 
^"^acipal city of Africa, and studied thft 
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Roman law. He wus a very good Greek 
scholar also ; thous^h the books out of which 
I sball read to you are in Latin. Here is 
something about the gospels : — ' To conclude, 
among the apostles, John and Matthew teach 
us the faith, among apostolic men, Mark and 
Luke refresh it.' " 

<< Uncle Philip, why does he call Mark and 
Luke apostolic men 'P 

"Because they were the companions of 
Christ's apostles. John and Matthew were 
the companions of Christ himself. But let 
me go on ; here is what he says about the 
Acts of the Apostles : — * So that afterward we 
find in the Acts of the Apostles, that they who 
had John's baptism, had not received the 
Holy Ghost, nor so much as heard whether 
there was any.' Now this is in the nineteenth 
chapter of Acts, at the beginning. 

" He had seen Paul's epistles, too, and he 
belieted that Paul wrote them ; for here 
he says, — * Let us see what milk the Corin- 
thians received from Paul, to what rule the 
Galatians were reduced, what the Philip- 
pisuis read, what the Thessalonians, the Ephe- 
tians, and likewise w]?at the Romans j^ite.' 
Tlie fact is, my childi^n, he copies from nearly 
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every one of Paul's epistles, and says that 
Paul was the author. There are a great 
many well-known old books, out of whidrall 
the writers in the world put together have not 
copied so much as Tertullian has out of the 
New Testament. Did you ever hear of a 
man named Cicero ?" 

" Oh yes, sir ; he was a great orator." 
" Well, we have his speeches, and nobody 
doubts that they are his ; and yet there is not 
half as much proof for these speeches, as we 
can get out of Tertullian for the Bible. And 
now I think you must be tired: but before 
jfou go, let me hear whether you understand 
what I have been about." 

" Yes, sir, I think we do. You wished us 
to see that in the first hundred years after 
Christ was killed, the people had the same 
New Testament books which we now have, 
and so you read to us parts of their writings, 
in which they copied what they had." 

" Very good : and were the sentences which 
they copied like to any in our New Testament?" 
" Oh yes, sir, exactly the same. And then 
you wished us to see that in the next hundred 
years it was the same ithing ; and so you 
have been reading to us this morning o\sX ^^ 

k2 
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the books which were written in the sec 
hiindred years after Christ." 

"And how do they agree with ours?" 
"Very well, indeed, Uncle Philip." 
"Have you any doubt then, my chile 
about our New Testament being known 1 
the very time when our Saviour was crud 
for two hundred years at least ?" 
" No, sir." 

"No more have I. And I could gc 
reading to you passages out of the writ 

m 

*• of each hundred years since up to this 
day ; but it is hardly necessary, I think." 

"Oh no, Uncle Philip ; we are sure that 
cotitd read them to us, if you say so : an< 
^ides, if they had them in the beginning, 
we have them now, they must have been t^ 
care of by somebody, you know, in the n 
time." 

"A very sensible thought that: we 1 
settled, then, that these books were writtc 
the time at which they are said to have 
written, and by the persons whose namej 
put to them as the authors." 

"Yes, Uncle Philip." 

" Very good. When you come again, 
will go on to something else. Good momi 

" Good day, Unde^PVAWp^ 
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CONVERSATION VII. 

Unde Philip talks with the Children ab&iit 
the New Testament being altered^ and 
shows them that such a thins" could -not 
have been done. 



- * 



" Well, Uncle Philip, what more is there ' 
to say about our New Testament ?" 

"Oh. a ofreat deal. We have found out 
that Matthew, and Mark, and the rest of the 
New Testament authors did write certain 
books, which tell about Christ; but how do 
you know that they have never been altered 
since ?" 

"Sure enough, they may have been 
changed in eighteen hundred years ; and if 
they have, then we cannot tell how much we 
ousfht to believe in them." 

" Certainly not. So now, if yon please, we 
will try to find out about this matter of altering 
them. What do you say 7" 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip, by a\\ xxv^^wa? 
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" Then you must attend closely to wh 
am going to say. If they were ever altere 
must have been either while their autl 
were alive, or after they were dead ; mui 
not r 

« Yes, sir." 

" Then we will see first what chance t] 
was to alter them while the apostles \ 
alive. I think there was none. Were tl 
any churches soon after Christ ascendet 
heaven ?" 

" I suppose so, Uncle Philip." 

"Yes, there is proof that within tw< 
years after he ascended, there were chun 
in most of the cities of the Roman Em] 
and that reached over a large part of 
world which was then known. Was it 
constant practice to read the Scriptures in 
ehurches ?" 

" Yes, Uncle Philip. Justin Martyr sai< 
in the place which you read." 

" Very true ; and others said so before \ 
Did the first Christians think much of tl 
Scriptures ?" 

" Certainly, sir, they thought they were 
words of God." 
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" Were there many copies of them made by 
these Christians?" 

" Yes, sir ; they wrote them, you said, with 
a pen." 

" Very right. Now, then, if one man who 
had a copy thought of altering it, he must first 
have ceased to think it was the Word ot God ; 
must he not?" 

" Yes, sir ; for while he thought it God's 
Word, he would have thought it was wicked 
to change it." 

.^^ True. And if he had been wicked enough 
to do it, or if he had really thought there 
was a mistake in it which ought to be altered, 
other Christians would have known it, would 
they not ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" And as the apostles were then cUive, would 
not some of the Christians have asked them- 
whether it ought to be altered ?" 

" It would seem so. Uncle Phih'p ; for they 
thought so much of these Scriptures, they 
would be very anxious to have them correct." 

"No doubt of it. And suppose that after 
the apostle told them what was correct, any 
one of these Christians should still insist on 
altering his copy ; he could not make ^eo^\& 
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believe that he was right, unless all the other 
copies which other Christians had were 
altered, too, so as to be just like his } could 
he r 

" No, sir." 

<^ And could he get hold of all their copies 
to alter ?" 

" No, sir, for they were scattered, you said, 
over a large part of the world, and the 
churches all had them; aad besides, the 
Christians who lived near him would not let 
him have their copies to alter : would they?" 

" No, surely not. So, unless all the Chris- 
tians who had copies should agree to make 
exactly the same alteration, no one man could 
do it without being found out and exposed. 
And now just think rfor a moment whether it 
was possible for ail the Christians scattered 
through the Roman empire, with the Scrip- 
tures too in diflferent languages (for they were 
translated very soon), all to agree exactly at 
one time to make exactly the same alteration^ 
at the very time, too, when the men who 
wrote those Scriptures were alive to contradict 
them." \ 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, it is plain enough that 
these books could not have been altered whik 
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the apostles were living. If it were done at 
all, it was after they were dead." 

" Well, let us now inquire into that. It is very 
plain, that as long as the very writings which 
the apostles first made with their own hands 
lasted, and were taken care of by the churches, 
that no alteration could be made without 
being found out ; is it not?" 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, it is, for these writmgs 
firom their own Jiands were just the same as 
their words would have been if they had been 
alive, you know." 

" I agree with you fully. Now you must 
remember that long before these original wri- 
tings from the very hands of the apostles were 
destroyed and worn out by time, hundreds 
and hundreds of copies Mad been made and 
scattered far and wide into all the countries 
where there were any Christians ; and some 
of these countries were far beyond the bounds 
of the Roman empire. Now I desire to know 
how it was possible for any man, or set of 
men, to make any alteration in these thousands 
of copies scattered all over the- world, which 
should agree so {>recisely that nobody would 
ever find out that any such alteration had been 
made." 
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" Why, Uncle Philip, it does not seem very 
likely." 

"Well, I think I can nowshow you that itw;%a 
not only unlikely, but impossible. Ail Chris- 
tians went to the New Testament to settle 
what they were to believe ; did they not?" 

" Yes, sir ; Justin Martyr said that too." 

"Very good. Now it is well known that 
very soon after Christianity came into the 
world, the Christians had different opinions 
about the meaning of the Scriptures ; and 
there have been these differences ever since, 
up to this very day. Now when these 
Christians who differed wished to show each 
other that they were right, to what would 
they go?" 

" Why, to the New Testament, Uncle 
Philip." 

" To the same New Testament ?" 

"Yes, sir; if I understand you, they differed 
about the meaning of the words, and not 
about tlje words themselves." 

"Exactly so. They had the very same 
Scriptures, but they did not always explain 
them in the same way. Now suppose one 
side had altered some places so as to bring 
more sentences from the New Testament 
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to help out the meaning for T;»hich they 
disputed; what would the ether si-^.e 'Cx^ve 
done r 

"Just turned to their copies, and showed 
them that they had altered the wcrds.^' 

" Precisely so. You see trien how neither 
side could alter the book without being found 
out directly by the others. And so God made 
these very disputes among Christians conduce 
to the preservation of the New Testament." 

" But, Uncle Philip, I am sorry they dis- 
puted." 

" Christians, my dear children, are but men. 
I am sorry, too ; but lam not nov/ telling you 
whether this was right or wrong ; I only wish 
you to see that the books of the New Testa- 
ment could not be altered as long as they had 
such disputes." 

" That is plain enough, Uncle i'.iilip." 

"Surely it is; for no matte how much 
they might have wished to alter them, the 
difficulties in the way were always too great. 
Just see what they would have had to do. In 
the first place, they would have had to get 
hold of all the copies in Palestine, and Egypt, 
and Asia Minor, and Greece, and Italy: in 
the next place, they had to alter these all 

L 
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alike ; and, in the last place, they hai 
this against men who had true cop 
which to find out their alterations. 

" But now I am going to show yo 
en^n if all the Christian teachers in th< 
who had the Scriptures, had agreed 
themselves to alter them, they could n< 
done it." 

« Why not, Uncle Philip r 
" Why the people would have found 
And here I must tell you that among t 
Christians the people often knew the 
of the New Testament, without havi 
book before them. I remember readii 
very old author, named Eusebius, whc 
a history of the church at its beginning 
very wonderful accounts of the j 
knowledge, of the Bible. He says the 
a blind Christian who knew it so wc 
he could repeat whole books of tht 
Testament by heart. So I think the 
would have found it out. What say y 
" I think they would, Uncle Philip." 
"Well, I have not done yet. If 
Christian teachers, and all the d: 
people, had been so very wicked as U 
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among themselves to alter these books, still 
I think they could not have done it." 

" What would have hindered them then, 
Uncle Philip ?" 

•** Why, the Jews and the heathens around 
them, who hated Christianity, had true copies 
of these very boolrj, for they quoted them and 
found fault with them : and if the Christians 
had altered them, these Jews and heathens 
would have told the world of it, and would 
have said that Christianity could not be true, 
for Christians were altering their own books. 

" And, my children, even if teachers, and 
people, and Jews, and heathens had all agreed, 
I think they never could have done it, as long 
as there were those disputes among the first 
Christians, of which I told you. The churches 
in the East, and the churches in the West 
had a dispute in the fourth century, and in 
the ninth century this dispute was so obsti- 
nate, that it is not settled to this day. Now 
if the Eastern or Western churches had 
altered the . Scriptures, the other side would 
have told the feet : but the truth is that the 
copies both in the East and West exactly 
agree." 

"Weil, Uncle Philip, what you have yi&t 
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said, puts me in mind of something* which I 
wished to ask you just now. I think that if 
there had been any alteration made by one 
side, the other would have mentioned it in 
some of the books which they wrote : and 
what I meant to ask you was, whether any 
old book tells us of any alterations?" 

" No ; and that question of yours has good 
sense in it. I was going to speak on that 
point, and I am much obliged to you for re- 
minding me of it. 

" You think then, that if the old books or 
histories say nothing of any alterations, it is 
not likely that any were made ?'' 

« I do think so, Uncle Philip." 

" Do you suppose that history mentions 
every thing, and that nothing ever happened 
but what is written in some history ?" 

" No, Uncle Philip ; a thing might happen? 
and yet nobody write down in a book that it 
did happen. So that after all I begin to think 
that I was wrong." 

" Do not give it up too soon ; you were 
not wrong, my lad. What kind of thittgs 
were likely not to be written down in the 
history? Let us look at that. If a thing 
was secret, and known to but very few people, 
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and they kept it to themselves, would that be 
written T 

^<No, sir; for the man who was writing 
would not know any thing about it.'' 

" True enough. And if the thing was very 
common and trifling, and people cared but 
Uttle about it, would that thing be put down 
in history ?" 

« I think not." 

" But suppose it was something which every 
body thought was of great importance, and 
that it was no secret, but very well known to 
everybody; would it be put in the book of 
history then ?" 

" Certainly it would." 

<< Then if some such great thing was said 
by men now, to have happened many hundred 
years ago, and no history of that time said 
one syllable about it, what would you think 
then?" 

" Why, that it never did happen at all." 

" And you would think correctly too. Now 

this is precisely the case with these alterations 

of the Scripture. ^ If any such alteration ever 

was made, it was a very important matter ; 

every Christian in the world was likely to 

know it, and to talk about it, and some person 

l2 
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\roald have said it was right or wro 
must have made a noise, and a great 
too, in the world ; and yet nobody ha 
mentioned a word about it in his wi 
though he has put down fifty other thi 
not half as much importance." 

" I see very clearly how it is, Uncle ! 
It all depends, upon the question, wheth 
thing done was of importance ; if it w 
would surely be mentioned in some 
books written about that time." 

" Yes. Let me try to make it plainei 
suppose that five hundred or a thousand 
from this time somebody should write \ 
and put in it, that in the year 1833, 
people in these United States agreed tl: 
president should be a king, and that 
should be no congress any more, 
parliament, like that in England; an* 
this state of things lasted for twenty 
and then was altered back again. ^ 
people one thousand years hence shoul 
into the histories of our country for this 
1833, and find no such thing written 
ought they to believe the story?" 

" Noi Uncle Philip, for it would be i 
lie ; and we all know it." 
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" Yes, yes, that is clear enough ; it would 
be a falsehood, for we know that no such thing 
ever happened : but if it had happened, do you 
suppose that a matter which concerned our 
whole country so much would have been 
written down by nobody ?" 

" Oh no ; for I know if we had a king every- 
body would be talking about it, and the news- 
papers would be full of it." 

" But, my children, there is something else 
yet, to prove that our New Testament has 
not been altered so as to mislead us. There 
are a great many very old written copies of 
different parts of our New Testament yet in 
the world. Some of them are more than 
twelve hundred years old, and a great many 
of them have been compared together." 

" And how do they agree. Uncle Philip 7" 

'^ In substance, my children, they all 
agree. Sometimes a word is not spelled 
properly, sometimes a short word is left out 
or put in, sometimes the words are not placed 
exactly in the same order in the sentence, and 
sometimes one copy uses one word, and an- 
other copy puts another word of the sa^ie 
meaning for it : but in substance, as I said, 
ifaey all agree ] so that I think we ixi».^ W%rcv 
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from the very worst copy what we oiighi 
believe, and what we ought to do.'' 

" Uncle Philip, how did it happen that tl 
little differences were made ?" 

" Why, my children, you must remenc 
that these writings were copied by men \i 
of course, might make mistakes. I dare 
they tried not to make any, but a man 
copying cannot always help it. Other 
books which have been copied have mista 
of the same kind in them : and as regards 
Scriptures, the only wonder is, not that tl 
should be some mistakes, but that t 
should be so few as not to alter the sens< 
much as to hide it from us. So now w 
do you say, have the Scriptures come dc 
to us correctly as they were at first writte 

" Oh yes, we think they have." 

" Very well. When you come again, 
will look a little farther into the subject. 

"Good-by now." 

«Good-by, Uncle Philip." 
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CONVERSATION VHI. 

Uncle Philip tells the Children how to find 
out when a Witness tells the Truth ; and 
then they talk about Jack Simpson^ who was 
Tried and Hanged for Killing a Travel- 
ler ; and. about a man whose name was 
Ryder ; and about Crazy People. 

"Well, my dear children, I am glad to 
see you come again, for it leads me to think 
that you are not tired of talking with me 
about the truth of Christianity." 

" Oh no. Uncle Philip, we are not tired, 
though what you say sometimes seems hard 
to understand, till you ask us some questions 
which make us think ; but when we think, we 
can see very well what you mean." 

*•' Ah, that is the secret ; learn to think : I 
ask you the questions because I wish you to 
think ; and I am afraid of but one thing, that 
is, that I may not always put my question in 
such a way as to make'you think in the track 
which I wish. When you do not see, then, 
what my reason is for asking youa\)actvcA\\a& 
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question, the fault is mine, not yours,. You 
can all think well enough, and so can most 
children if they are only helped into the rig^ 
way. And remember, no man can be wise 
who has not learned to think. He may know 
many things, for he may hear them from 
others, or read them in books, and he may re- 
member them too ; but if he has never thought 
for himself about them, his knowledge will 
do him but little good." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, let us now go on, and 
we will do our best to be attentive, and to 

thiDH-'' 

" I am willing: but first, suppose we just 

look back, and see how far we have gone in 

this business. • t^et us find out what we are 

satisfied about, and that will help us perhaps 

to go a little further." ' -- 

" Very well, sir." 

" Then, in the first place, we showed from 
a great many old writers that they had from 
the beginning of the Christian religion a New 
Testament like ours, and that they alwajrs 
said and believed it was written by the men 
whom we say wrote it. Is that so ?" 

« Yes, sir." 

''Then we talked about its having been. 
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altered since it was written, and tried to find 
oul whether it had been altered, and we dis- 
covered a great many reasons why it could 
not have been altered, and so we concluded." 

" That it had not been altered ; that is * as 
plain as a pike-staff,' Uncle Philip." 

" Now then let us see what comes next. Here 
we have what the writers of this New Testa- 
ment said, and just as they said it. What 
would you think was the next matter to look 
into ?" 

" Why, really, I cannot see, Uncle Philip. 
I should say there was nothing to do bul. just 
to take the book and read it, and try to ^nd 
out God's will from it, and 'do it." 

" Well, here these men teutis what Christ 
did, and what lie said we ought to do." 

"Very well, Uncfe Philip, and that is all 
plain reading enough. I can understand 
that.'' 

"Now, then, how d0 you know that these 
men have told the truth about Christ's sayings 
and doings ?" 

"Let me see : Uncle Philip, you are right; 
I think we have not looked at that. A 
man might sit down and write a book about 
tilings which he says he saw, and^^XxicX'^wX 
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the truth in it. It does not prove ihat & 
stories in a book are true, just because then 
are written and then printed." 

" Surely not. If the man who writes ih 
book is a foolish ihan, he may not have sens< 
enough to find out truth from falsehood ; anc 
if he is a bad man, who wishes to misleac 
others, he will not care whether his book ii 
true or not. So now you see what comei 
next, do you not ?'' 

" Yes sir ; we must now find out whethe] 
these men have told the truth : whether thej 
ever saw and heard the things which they sa3 
they did." 

" Right. Now then for that question." 

"But I cannot see, Uncle Philip, how yoi 
are going to find that out." 

" Well, well ; let us go on by degrees, per 
haps we shall find a way. Were you ever ii 
the court-house ?" 

" Yes, Uncle Philip ; I was there when Jacl 
Sunpson was tried for killing the travelltf 
who stopped at his house." 

" Well, let us hear something about the trial 
if you please." 

" Why, Uncle Philip, I saw you there." 
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" I know it ; but no matter for that, just tell 
these other children what you saw." 

<< Well, then, the judge sat at one end of 
the court-room on a high seat^ and the law- 
yers were all sitting at tabled inside of a square 
railing, which they called the bar, I believe ; 
and on one side of the bar was a kind of box, 
in which the jury afterward sat Then the 
judge told them to bring in the prisoner, and 
Jack Simpson was brought in, and they put 
him oppc^ite the judge, just on the outside 
of the railing in which the lawyers were. 
The clerk of the court then read a long paper 
to Jack Simpson, and asked him if he was 
guilty or not guilty : and I remember he said 
that he was not guilty. And after the judge 
and the lawyers had talked together for 9, 
short time, I heard the judge tell the clerk to 
go on y/ith the jury ; and then they called the 
names of a great many gentlemea, and as 
they came up one at a time, the clerk told 
Jack Simpson to look at each of them, aqi 
asked him, ' Do you like that man T Aai 
some he liked, and some be did not : when- 
ever he said he liked one, the clerk made that 
one swear to try him fairly, I suppose (Tor I 
did not exactly understand the words lie|g;(dJbQL 
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and at last he got twelve. Then the clerk 
read over to them again the same paper 
which he had before read to Jack Simpson; 
and one of the lawyers got up and told the 
judge and the jury what he could prove, and 
then they called in the witnesses, and they 
proved that Jack Simpson killed the man, 
and the jury said so too ; and Jack Simpson 
was hanged for it." 

"Stop, not so fast, if you please. What 
was the name of the man dressed in a brown 
coat, who was a witness ?" 
" His name was Ryder." 
" Did you ever see him before ?" 
"No, Uncle Philip; nobody about here 
knew much about him. He does not belong 
to this part of the country.'* 

"Well, what was his testimony?" 
" He said that he was travelling from the 
back parts of yermont|.and reached Simpson's 
house the same night with the traveller who 
was killed. They talked together till it was bed- 
time, and then went to bed. Ryder, said that 
he could not sleep ; and about one o'clock he 
heard some one stepping very softly along 
the passage by his door, and saw a light shine 
through the key-hole. Soon after he heard 
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two or three heavy groans, which seemed to 
come from the traveller's room, which was 
next but one to his, and opened on the same 
passage ; and th^i all was still again, until he 
heard some one stepping softly back again by 
his door. He waited for a while, and then 
took his pistol and stole softly out of his room 
and down stairs, when he heard a noise in 
the kitchen, and found the back door of the 
house open. He went out and hid himself in 
the dark shadow, so that he could still see the 
door. In a little time, he saw a man go in 
with a bucket of water; and he then stole 
sofily around the house and got near one of 
the kitchen windows, which was partly open: 
he peeped in, and saw Simpson in his shirt 
sleeves, with blood upon them, washing his 
hands, while another man was sitting by the 
fireside, and examining the saddle-bagy of the 
traveller ; and he heard Simpson say to the 
other man, ' Not more than three times.' He 
hid himself until it was nearly daylight, and 
then asked the first man whom he met to 
show him where a magistrate lived. He 
showed him, and the magistrate went with a 
constable and Ryder to Simpson's. Simpson 
was in bed, and said that he did not know 
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whether the trayeller was up ; and when th 
looked in the traveller's room, they fou 
some spots on the floor, which had just Ik 
t washed, but he was not there. His horse 
was not in the stable ; but behind the sta 
they found a place where the ground lool 
fresh, and when they dug there they fou 
the poor traveller ; and Simpson helped th< 
to dig him out." 

"A pretty good account you give. A 
now what did Simpson's lawyers say to 
this?" 

'< Oh, they said that the other man (ir 
was never seen after that night) had ki' 
the traveller, — buried him, and then taken 
horse and saddle-bags apd gone off^ — 
Simpson was a respectable man, and k 
nothing about it, — that nobody knew 
man Ryder, and that they ought not to be 
his story." 

" Then the whole point was, whether ' 
told the truth T 
-M « Yes, sir." 
'.' ** Well, what was done next ?" 

^ Then the lawyers against Simpsor 
in ten or twelve gentlemen, who said i\ 
lived in Vermont, — ^that they knew 
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from the time he was a boy, — that he was a 
very pious, and respectable, and sensible man, 
and that none of his neighbours ever thought 
or said that he would tell a lie. So the jury 
believed him, and Simpson was hanged ; and 
before he was hanged he owned that Ryder 
told the truth." 

" Well, now, I wish to put a few questions 
to you. The whole matter depended on what 
kind of man Ryder was, did it not ?" 

« Yes, sir." 

<'If he had been a worthless, bad man, the 
jury would not have believed him, would 
they r 

« No, sir." 

" The lawyers against Simpson, then, acted 
wisely when they called on Ryder's neighbours 
and acquaintances to show what his character 
was?" 

« Certainly, Uncle Philip." 

" Very good ; we shall have occasion to re- 
member that by-and-by. But at present just 
take notice, that after the witness, Ryder, had 
told his story, the next question was, < shall it 
be believed,' and they settled that by askinj^i 
< what is his character.' 

m2 
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*' Yes, sir ; that all seems right and reason- 
able." 

" True. Now when we come to his char- 
acter, what shall we ask about? A man's 
character has a great many things in it ; he 
may be a fool or a wise man, an honest man 
or a rogue, a passionate man or good-tem- 
pered, generous or mean, kind-hearted or 
cruel, and so on. Shall we ask about all these 
ihings?" 

" They di^ not ask all these things about 
Ryder, t&i*« Philip.'\ . 

"No, because they \lf6re not necessary. 
Ul they wished to know was, if Ryder would 
V ell a lie or the truth. His neighbours said 
Ite was a sensible man ; and that showed that 
be could understand what he did see. or hear; 
and they said, too, that he was aa honest, 
pious, good man ; and that showed that he 
would tell truly what he knew., Was any 
thing else necessary ?" 
* • " Not that I can see, Uncle Philip." 

^*Very good, then pall we wish to know 
about the character of a wimess is, Jfinti 
whether he has got sense enough to Intow 
what he does see of' hear; and, secondlyi 
whether he is honest enough to tell nothing 
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about it but what he does know. Do you 
onderstaiid me ?" 

" Yes, sir ; only let him have sense, and be 
a good man, and you will get the truth out of 
him." 

^ Yes : and no^ here are our witnesses 
who wrote thesG^rooks in the New Testament; 
they are just4ike witnesses in court: they 
have told Ineir story, and here it is printed 
for us. ^w all that we wish to know about 
their characters- consists of two things : first, 
had they sense ? aod nexty had they honesty? 
Am I right?" 

" Yes, sir." 

'< Now, then, for the sense of these men. I 
do not believe they were crazy, or wanting in 
understanding. Nobody ever said or thought 
that they had not good sense on most subjects : 
if they were out of their right minds at all, 
it was on the subject of their religion only." 

<<Well, Uncle Philip, does not religion 
sometimes make people crazy ?" 

^ I think not, my children. People some- 
time have very wild notions on religious 
matters, and Christianity gets all the blame 
for it : but it was not Christianity that made 
Ihem wild. True Christianity makes voox 
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sober : to be sure, it makes men's feelings to 
be warm, and this warmth makes men zeal- 
ous; but this is not craziness. Men who 
know nothing about Christianity themselves, 
I think, are apt to make mistakes in this 
matter, and to call very pious people crazy, 
merely because they cannot understand them 
or feel like them ; but there is no reason in 
this. However, my children, people may be 
crazy about religion^ as well as about any 
thing else ; though it is not true religion that 
makes them so ; for if it was, then every man 
who is truly religious could not help being 
crazy too." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, then these men who 
wrote the New Testament might have been 
crazy about their religion." 

" Certainly, they might have been. I think, 
though, they were not ; and if not, they cer- 
tainly were not crazy about any thing else ; 
and so they were men of good common 
sense." 

" That is all plain ; but, Uncle Philip, wiU 
you tell us why you think they were not 
crazy about their religion ?" 

'^ Yes ; that is what I am now going to do. 
Every man when he is out of his senses 
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riiows it by what he says or does. There are 
marks by which you know a crazy man, are 
there not ?" 

*< Oh yes, sir ; there is poor old Joseph, who 
lives down by the mill. He dresses himself 
up with old ribands and bits of rags, and 
thinks he is the king of France. He says so, 
too, and you cannot persuade him that he is 
mistaken." 

. " Very true. So, too, when people are crazy 
on the subject of religion, there are very sure 
marks by which to tell it : and such unfortu- 
nate people are sometimes called enthusiasts 
and fanatics." 

" Uncle Philip, have you ever seen any such 
people ?" 

" Oh yes." 

'< Then you know by what marks to teU 
them r 

" I think I do, and I will tell them to you : 
and as we go on we will see whether these 
New Testament writers show any of these 
marks." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, what is the first mark 
of these — I have forgotten that hard word 
by which you called them." 

^ Einthusiasts, I suppose you mean." 
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*' Yes, yes, Uncle Philip, that is the w 
What is the first mark ?" 

'< Why, the first remarkable circumstanc 
that such persons are very apt to believe 
what they wish to believe about religi 
matters, no matter how strange it may » 
to other people. They think very frequei 
that God has a great love for them ia 
ticiilar, and teaches to them more than 
does to other men. So whatever they fii 
to be his teaching to them, they believe U 
true, and they tell others that it is certa 
80 ; and they will stick to it until it is dri 
out of their heads by some new fancy, 
me show you what I mean. In the j 
1657, a tailor, whose name was Lodo\)i 
Muggleton, supposed that God had a spe 
love for him, and so he set up for a prop 
and said that he had power to send peopl 
heaven or to hell, as he pleased; and 1 
God had sent him to be one of the last ' 
nesses who should come before the end of 
world. Now this poor man insisted upo 
that all these things were so, and he belie 
them, and no one could convince him thai 
was wrong. He had no proof to show 
any of these things; but he believed It 
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because he said he felt them : and he never 
admitted his folly. Now Lodowick Muggle- 
ton was an enthusiast, the poor man was 
certainly crazy, and he had the first mark 
which I spoke of." 

<< Well, Uncle Philip, the apostles did not 
act as Lodowick Muggleton did, I suppose T 

" Certainly not : they believed some things 
which seemed strange to many, but they 
always gave a reason for it, and they never 
asked any one else to believe them without 
telling them why they ought to believe. They 
went upon proof. They told what they had 
seen. Besides, Lodowick Muggleton never 
owned that he might make a mistake and do 
wrong ; but these apostles put down in their 
books things which they did, and which were 
wrong ; they own it, they do not try to hide 
it. Lodowick Muggleton was ready, too, to 
believe any thing which suited him ; he was 
very quick in believing: the apostles were 
sometimes very slow. When Christ rose 
from the dead, and they heard of it, they 
treated it as an idle story, and < believed not ;' 
and when some of them saw his grave empty^ 
tfiey ' wondered at what had happened,* but 
not believe ; and one of them never w<raLl4 
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Wieve nntil be saw Christ himself, and was 
told to put his fingers in the print of the nails 
in Christ's hands. So you «ee they were not 
willing to believe any thing about their reli- 
gion without having proof for it" 

"Well, Uncle Philip, the story about Lodo- 
wick Muggleton makes all this plain enough. 
Now, what is the second mark that a man is 
an enthusiast ?" 

" Why, the second nuirk is this : such a 
man is apt to be warm-tempered, to have very 
quick feelings, and he cannot bear to have his 
opinions contradicted. I will tell you now 
of some things which show all this. Some- 
where about the year 1522, there was a baker, 
named Storck, in a small town in Germany, 
who chose twelve other bakers, and called 
them apostles. Some others, as crazy as him- 
self, joined him, and particularly a man 
named Thomas Munzer, who went about 
preaching that God had told them in their 
dreams what to do ; and some c^ the flungi 
were strange enough, — there weie to be no 
laws, and nobody was to have any ft&fettf 
of his own. The clergyman of the plms^ 
who was a pious and sensible man, tall 
them, and did what he could to itofij^ 
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but they lost their temper, and got into such 
a furious passion that finally they stirred up 
a war, in which one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand people were killed ; and they were 
obliged to behead this man Munzer. 

" Now, there is nothing like this in the 
apostles. They do not get into a passion in 
their writings. They do. not abuse other 
people for their religion, they do not boldly 
say that they have had conversations with the 
great God, there is nothing of fury about 
them ; but they seem to be plain, modest, sober- 
minded men. 

" Now I will give you another mark. Do 
you know what melancholy means ?" 

''Yes, sir; it means sadness and sorrow. 
When a man hangs down his head, and ap* 
pears to be very sad about something, and 
says but little, and tries to keep away from the 
company of other people, he is called a mel- 
ancholy man." 

'< Yes ; and the opinions of such a man, 
whmi. he does speak, are found to be very 
8trict| and his religion seems to be a very stem 
and unpleasant sort of thing, which gives him 
iiO;jie0ni|bTt. Now this kind of severe stem- 
n6Mr Sf • very common mark of enthusiasm/' 
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" Well, the apostles had not this, hat 
Uncle Philip?" 

" Not at all, if we may judge from 
we know of them. They did not try 
away and hide themselves from their 1 
men, but they mixed very freely wil 
people of their country, and talked with 
some of then^ we know, had intimate fi 
they were men, I should say, of cheerft 
pers, and fond of being with each othc 
with their fellow-men. 

"Now for another mark. An entt 
is always full of self-conceit. He thi 
great deal of himself; and if you w 
please him, you must tell him that you 
he is a man of great consequence. Bi 
apostles showed no self-conceit, I think, 
never praise themselves in what theji 
written ; whenever they mention them: 
it is commonly to tell of something the 
or did which was wrong. They never 
in what they have written that they 
very low and contemptuous opinion of 
people. What they have written see 
think, to be just what would have been 
ten by very humble men, who did not 
too much of themselves." 
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"Well, Uncle Philip, are there anymore* 
marks?" 

" Yes ; but I am afraid that you are weary, 
so we will let them alone until you come 
again." 



CONVERSATION IX. 

Uncle Phiiip talks with the Children about 
more Marks by which to tell when a Man is 
out of his right Mind, and therefore not fU 
to be a Witness. 

"Well, Uncle Philip, if you please, we are 
ready to hear what you promised to tell us 
about men's showing that they are enthu- 
siasts." 

" Very good ; I am ready also. The last 
mark I mentioned was self-conceit, I believe. 
The next is this, that a man whose mind is 
wild on the subject of religion is not apt to 
stick to one set of opinions long. He will be 
tery obstinate to-day in one set of notions, and 
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to-morrow he will be just as obstinate for an- 
other set, as different as is possible. He goes 
by his feelings, not by proof; so that you 
never can tell what he thinks or what he will 
say about it." 

"This is not the way of the apostles, Uncle 
Philip." 

" No, truly ; very far from it. The whole 
of the ^ew Testament is of one sort only: all 
through it teaches the same things. Now if 
one man had written it all, such an agreement 
in all its parts would show that he was a 
man wht> held fast to but one set of opinions, 
that he was a thinking man who went upon 
proofs, and that he was no enthusiast, would 
it not?" 

" Certainly, sir, it would." 

" Yery well ; if one man, who was an en- 
thusiast could not and would not agree with 
himself, and say the same thing all through 
his book; how could several different men, 
who were enthusiasts or crazy, do it ?" 

" Uncle Philip, if you please, just make that 
a little plainer for us." 

"I will try to do so, nay children. If tnu 
man who was crazy had written 'our New 
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Testament, do you think it would all have 
agreed together ?" 

" No, sir ; one part would not have taught 
the same things which another did." 

" Very well. Now if but one man, whose 
mind was wrong, could not have made it 
agree, do you think that a dozen crazy mea^ 
writing, some at one time and some at another, 
would have agreed each with himself^ and 
with all the rest of the dozen too ?" 

" I see it, I see it. Uncle Philip. The New 
Testament agrees with itself, and it was writ^ 
ten by many different persons. Now if one 
enthusiast could not make it all alike, a great 
many different ones would find it harder 
still." 

" Now you have it. I conclude, therefore, 
that as the book does agree with itself, the 
men who wrote it could not have been enthu- 
siasts.'^ 

*' And that seems reasonable. Uncle Philip. 
Are there any more marks ?" 

<< Yes ; there is one remarkable thing about 
a man whose mind is disordered on the subject 
of religion, which I never yet knew to be 
wanting,*^ 

«* What is that. Uncle Philip ?" 

n2 
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<<I never yet knew such a man who wai 
willing to take the whole Bible just as it 
stands." 

« Why, dii hn-not beliesve it, Uncle Philip P 
"^MOh, 'if you asked him that question, he 
was sure to answer, Yes : but yet he treated a 
lar^e part of it as if it were not true. What- 
ever passages in it seemed to suit his feelings, 
and agree wiA them, he was ready enough 
to repeat and believe ; but he gave no atten- 
tion or respect to any which you might re- 
member and repeat, if they seemed to contra 
diet his notions. Now there was no such 
conduct as this in the apostles. One of the 
writers of the New Testament does not de- 
spise what the others have written. Some- 
times one tells us what another has said. 
They were always willing to take as true tjhe 
whole of what God had said in his Word. 
They would read the Prophets to find out 
whether they contradict what was told to 
them. They told the people to read the 
Scriptures, and never told them to think more 
of one part than another, but to believe 
all. 

<' And now, there is one thing more which 
I think shows that these men had their senses 
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well enough. They were plain men, they 
had but little learning : now when such men 
V run wild about religion, we know .very well 
what they say and do. Th0||: (^U us of their 
strange dreams, and of their hearing voiceff, 
and talking with God, and a great many such 
things : and they tell us too that God has 
said to them things, some of which, we think, 
are very foolish, and some vf)iy wicked. Do 
you remember what I said of Lodowick 
Muggleton, and Storck, and their strange 
opinions ?" 

" Oh yes, sir." 

" Well, there is proof of what I say. These 
men were ignorant enthusiasts ; one was a 
tailor, and the other was a baker, and neither 
of them had been educated. No^v the writers 
of the New Testament were plain, uneducated 
men; too ; they were ignorant, therefore, but 
they were not enthusiasts; for if they had 
been, they would have told the world just 
such stories as Muggleton and Storck did. 
But when you read their stories there is no 
such wild, strange thhig in them. You see 
at once that whoever wrote them had common 
sense." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, there is something I 



162 CONVERSATIONS ON THE 

have just thought of, and I wish to ask yoa 
about it, for it puzzles me." 

" Let us have it then, my lad." 

" Why, you said these men who wrote the 
New Testament had no learning ; and I wish 
to know, then, if they were fit to write 
books." 

" I did not mean that they had never been 
taught how to write : but they had very little 
learning from books, and they did not need 
much to write the gospels. I can make that 
plain to you directly. Come here, little Dick 
Green. How far have you got on in your 
spelling-book ?" 

"Oh, I can spell a word of three syllables, 
Uncle Philip," 

" I am glad to hear it. Can you read at 
all ?" 

" Oh yes, sir, in little short words." 

" Very well._ Were you at the river on that 
cold Saturday, last winter, when the boy^ were 
skating ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Did you see any thing there, on that day, 
which you remember now ?" 

" Oh yes, sir ; for I saw poor Charles Mark- 
ham break through the ice, and I saw your 
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gardener fix a board to stand on, and get him 
out ; and when he was got out, I heard you 
tell some of the men to take him into old Mrs. 
Truelove's house; and poor Charles was 
almost frozen : bat at last he got warm and 
comfortable ; and you went to his mother's 
to tell her about it, aud brought back some 
dry clothes for him, and then took him 
home." 

" Boys, is all this true V 

" Oh yes, Uncle Philip ; every word of it." 

'^ Dick, could you spell in three syllables 
then r 

« No, sir." 

" Boys, is it not very, strange that Dick 
should tell us so correct a story, when he had 
not even learning enough to spell ?" 

" Why, no, sir. What has his spelling to 
do with his telling us a plain story of what he 
saw ?" 

*< Just nothing, I think. And if he knew 
how to write, I suppose he could put down 
on paper exactly what he has been telling 
us." 

" Certainly, sir." 

^ Then I do not see that much learning is 
necessary to tell a plain /ac^. If a man saw, 
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or heard, or felt, or tasted, or smelled, I should 
suppose he might tell of it without any great 
share of learning." 

" To be sure he could, sir." 

" Well, if you will just ttirn to the gospels, 
you will find that they contain nothing else 
but facts. The men who wrote merely put 
down what they saw or heard ; and I suppose 
learning does not make a man's eyes any 
better, or open his ears. Uneducated people 
can see and hear, I hope, and can tell whether 
they do see and hear, and what they do see 
and hear." 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, it is all plain now." 

" Very good, then : we have seen that these 
men had none of the marks which would 
show them to have been crazy about their re- 
ligion: they had common sense enough to 
understand very well what they saw, and 
learning enough to write it down for other 
people. But I think there is more proof still, 
about this matter." 

« What is it, Uncle Philip ?" 

"Listen, and you shall hear. We know 
what men who are enthusiasts or crazy about 
religion can do; and we know, too, what 
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they cannot do ; for the history of such people 
has told us." 

« What can they do, Uncle Philip ?" 

"Why, they can sometimes get a great 
many people to agree with them in some of 
their strange opinions, as LodowicK Muggle- 
ton did ; but they never can persuade every- 
body in the country, the whole of the people, to 
believe that a downright lie is the truth, and 
that they know it to be the truth, when in 
fact they know nothing at all about it." 

« How is that, Uncle Philip ? Will you 
please just to tell us that over in another 
way." 

"Yes, very willingly. Suppose a set of 
men, professing to be very religious, should 
rise up among us in this country, and should 
say that something had happened before our 
eyes in these United States, and that we all 
knew it had happened; and suppose that 
thing never had happened : do you think that 
they could make us all believe that it had 
happened, and that we knew it ?" 

" No, sir, never." 

" Very well. Now here was a being named 
Jesus who was nailed to a crass^ and died 
there ; and when he died, there was darkness 

■ ■ J 
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OTer all the l«d ; and at the very same mo- 
ment there was an earthquake. At least, 
these apostles tfMd that all these things hap- 
pened, and the whole nation, they said, knew 
that they had happened. Now would it not 
be strange, if such things never took place at 
all, that the apostles should yet be able to make 
the whole Jewish people believe that they had 
taken place ?" 

" It would, indeed, Uncle Philip." 

" But would it not be more strange still, if 
they were able to persuade these very people 
that they knew these things to have happened, 
when all the while they knew nothing at all 
about them ?" 

" Yes, truly, it would be the strangest thing 
in the world." ^ 

'^And yet the Jewish people did believe 
that these things happen^ : they did admit 
that they knew them to be true* The en- 
thusiasm of these apostles could no more have 
persuaded them of these things if they were 
all lies, than I can persuade a blind man that 
he sees as plainly as one who is not blind. 
So that for my part, children, I am perfectly 
satisfied that these apostles, who are our wit- 
nesses, had one of the things which the court, 
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in Jack Simpson's trial, wi^hA to find out 
about Ryder : the court desired to know, first, 
whether Ryder had sense Mottgh to know 
what he saw. I think our witnesses had 
sense. When you come again we will inquire 
whether they had honesty, for that is the next 
thing." 



CONVERSATION X. 

Uncle Philip* shows the Children that the 
Witnesses who tell about Jesus Christ were 
honest Men, who would not say any thing 
thai was not true. 

"Well, my children, are you ready to go 
on and learn something more about these wit- 
nesses T 

<< Oh yes, sir ; and I will tell you what I 
have been thinking." 

« What is it V 

" We are just like a court, I think. Here 
are witnesses who have told us something. 
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and they are like Ryder, and we are finding 
out the truth of what they :say ; and so we 
are the jury, and, Uncle Philip, you are the 
judge." 

" No, no ; Unde Philip is the lawyer, ex- 
plaining to the jury why the witness ought 
to be believed." 

^' Ha, ha, my lads, so you have made a court- 
house of Uncle Philip's study : but let us go 
on. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, please 
to be seated, and we will proceed with the 
trial. We have shown that our witnesses 
had common sense ; and now we are to find 
out whether they had common honesty : in 
other words, whether they would tell us truly 
what they knew." 

" And how are you going to find that out, 
Uncle Philip?" 

" I think we shall have but little difiiculty. 
Let us proceed by one step at a time, and we 
shall reach the end at la^. When we wtR 
talking of Simpson's trial, I believe we agreed 
that it was wise in the lawyers to call on 
Ryder's friends and acquaintances to find (Wt 
his true character." 

"Yes, sir, we did." 

"I told you then to remember il^ asiPi 
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should haTO occasion for it before we were 
done ; and now is the time to use it. Here 
are our witnesses ; now for their characters : 
let the men who lived when they did, and 
knew all about them, come forward and tell 
us that they were so wicked as not to be bo< 
lieved." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, do any of the men 
who knew them say that they were liars ?" 

" No, my children, not one of them says 
so." 

"But, Uncle Philip, perhaps they were 
partial to them, and so would not tell." 

" Partial to them ! Why everybody was 
not on their side. These apostles had ene- 
mies, very bitter enemies ; so bitter that they 
often dragged them before the courts to be 
punished ; and they hated them so much that 
they killed more than one of them. Is it not 
strange, that when they were dragging them 
into court, they never should have said any 
thing against them to show that their charac- 
ters were so bad that they ought not to be 
believed?" 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, that is strange ; for if 
they could have said that, and said it truly, it 
would have been the shortest way of stopping 
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these witnesses in their story. It would ha 
saved them a deal of trouble." 

" Certainly it would : but whether it stopp 
them or not, we should certainly have hea 
something about their bad characters fro 
their enemies, who lived when they did, ai 
had a chance to find out all about thei 
Now we do not hear from them a word abo 
it. The Jews complained of them becau; 
they told the people that Jesus had risen fro 
the dead; and the heathen complained b 
cause they told the people not to worsh 
idols : but this was all they could say again 
them ; and this does not prove that they wei 
liars. I think, then, that the neighbours ar 
acquaintances of these men, who knew thei 
from the time they were boys, knew nothin 
against their characters, or we should hai 
heard of it." 

" Well, that seems reasonable, Uncle Philip 

"Let us look at it now, children, in anoth< 
way. Do you not remember that when sonj 
of you were walking with me last summe 
near the public school-house, we met a ma 
with but one arm ?" 

" Yes, sir ; and he asked you to give hii 
money, and told you a long story about hi 
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aim having been shot off in the ]ast war, in a 
battle which one of our ships had: he did 
not tell you the truth, however; for you 
afterward met a gentleman who knew the 
man, and he said that his story was untrue." 

'^ Yery good. And for what do you suppose 
the man told me a falsehood T 

"Because he thought you would believe 
him, and be sorry fbr him, and give him 
something.'' 

"Then his wish was to gain something. 
He had a reason for what he did. Now if he 
had known that nothing was to be gained, 
would he have told the falsehood?" 

" I should think not, sir." 

" Well, then, it seems that a man does not 
commonly tell an untruth, without hoping to 
gain something by it. Now suppose we in- 
quire what these witnesses of ours were likely 
to gain by telling all these falsehoods, if they 
are falsehoods." 

"Why, I should think they would gain 
nothing ; foi^ you told us that the poor Chris- 
tians were persecuted at first. They would 
lose instead of gain." 

"That is precisely what I think myself. 

They might be crucified, and burnt, and 

o2 
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Stoned, and sawed in two, and killed with 
clubs ; or if they were left to live, they might 
be poor and despised : but I should suppose 
these were things which men would hardly 
tell a falsehood to get." 

" No, sir : they would be much more likely, 
if they were wicked men, to tell an untruth to 
keep clear of them." 

"Certainly they would. I really cannot 
see what these men were to gain. It could 
not have been money^ for there is not a single 
word in their story about giving them money. 
It was not wicked pleasures^ for they preached 
against sinful pleasure. They did not wish 
the world to think that they were very grecU 
men ; for though they knew more than the 
people, they did not take airs on themselves, 
and pretend that they were very great. I do 
not think they wished for power ^ for they 
never tried to get it from the people; but 
they often made the people angry with them, 
by telling them plainly of their sins. And 
when some of the people thought and said 
that they were gods, they told them that they 
were not. So that it seems they did not wish 
for money, nor to be thought great men, nor 
to have power, nor to be made gods by the 
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people. Then tell me, my children, what 
were they to gain by telling a lie?" 

" Why, Uncle Philip, nothing, that we can 

" Now let us go a little further. When a 
man tells something which is not true, he is 
apt to be so cunning as not to give people any 
thing in his story by which to find him out. 
Is it not so ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Well, then, such a man does not bring into 
his story any thing but what he thinks is neces- 
sary. He makes his lie just as short as he can ; 
for if he brings in a great many things, some 
of them may not agree with his story, and so 
he will be caught. Let us see now how our 
witnesses have done. They bring in a great 
many things; for instance, they say, <We 
did some very wonderful actions, and you 
know we did, for you saw it.' Now what 
fools they must have been to put such a thing 
in a lie, when the very men to whom they 
told it would only have to say, 'It is not 
true, for we never saw you do the things 
which you mention.' Then, again, we find 
them, in their story, putting in something else 
which was not necessary to make up a good 



164 CONVERSATIONS ON THE 

Story. They tell certain men, for instana 
* We gave you power tp do very wonderfi: 
works :' and then we find them blaming thes 
very same men for not using that power a 
they ought to do. Now just think of this on 
moment. Suppose these men never had an 
such power given to them ; would they m 
have said so ?" 

" To be sure they would, sir." 

"And yet, my children, they never did sa 
so. The very boldness, then, with which on 
witnesses put such things into their stone 
when there wc^ no need of putting them ii 
convinces m^ that they were honest men, m 
afraid of being caught in a lie, in what the 
said." 

" Now I will give you another reason fi 
thinking that they were honest men." 

"What is it, Uncle Philip?" 

" Some of them were put to death, becaui 
they would qpt deny what they had sai 
about Christ. Now, my children, I do n( 
beUeve there ever was a man who would { 
and die a cruel death, rather than deny som 
thing which all the time he knew was a li 
Suppose we thought something which we hi 
•aid to be true^ and men were going to biu 
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US unless we would say that it was not true ; 
how do you think we should act ?" 

"Why, Uncle Philip, I am afraid it would 
be a very hard matter to stick to the truth and 
be burnt for it." 

" So I think : but suppose we knew very 
well that the thing which they wished us to 
deny was a downright lie ; what should we 
do then T 

" I should say it was a lie. Uncle Philip, 
and so save myself." 

" Yes, and so would I, or any other man ; 
especially if the falsehood were such a one 
that by sticking to it I could gain nothing. 
Now, then, can you think of any. thing which 
would make you willing to be burnt, sooner 
than contradict what you had said?" 

" Nothing, Uncle Philip, but my believing 
in my heart that it was true, and that God 
meant that I should stick to it, and would 
take care of my soul even if t^ey did burn 
me." 

"Very well: then when these witnesses 
of ours were burnt, what do you suppose 
enabled them to stick to what they had 
said r 



.1C 
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^ Why, the same things which I have just 
mentioned." 

^< Certainly : and if they had these things, 
then were they not honest men V 

" Yesj sir : but there is one thing, — might 
they not have been under a mistake T 

<^ What if they were ; that has nothing to 
do with their honesty. DicJ you never really 
and truly believe something to foe as you said 
it was; and then afterward, did you never 
find out that you were wrong ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Well, were you not perfectly honest in 
believing that the thing was as you said, until 
you found out better ? Did you mean to tell 
a falsehood about it V 

" I see now. Uncle Philip, that it makes no 
diiference; they might have been just as 
honest, even if they were under a mistake." 

"Yes; and their honesty is all that we 
wish to get at now. But as you mentioned 
their being mistaken, I will say a word, my 
children, about that. I do not think that they 
were or could be mistaken in what they said; 
and for saying which they were burnt." 

"Why not. Uncle Philip?" 
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^Was Dick Green mistaken in what hap- 
pened at the river to Charges Markham ?" 

« No, sir.'' 

«• And why not, pray ?" 

<* Because, it was something which any ome 
who has eyes might have seen; and little 
IMck has eyes, and good ones too." 

" You mean, then, that it was a fact : and 
diat men are not so apt to be mistaken about 
£M!t8 when they haye a good chance to find 
them ont. Is that it V 

« Yes, sir." 

"Well, pray, were not our witnesses put to 
death for this very thing : for saying that they 
saw a great many facts ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Well, as they saw them again and again, 
at many different times, and in many different 
places, they certainly had a good opportunity 
to find out whether they were mistaken in all 
of them. Besides that, if one was mistaken 
89 to what he saw, there were several others 
to set him right : and when they talked to- 
gether, if they fbund that the fact appeared in 
the same way to all of them, how could they 
be mistaken ?" 
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<< Why, truly, it does not seem likely that 
they should all be wrong." 

<< No, indeed : and therefore, my childreni 
when these men died for saying that certain 
things did happen which they saw, it proveS| 
not only that they were honest meUi and be- 
lieved what they said; but it prores, also, 
that the things did actually happen as they 
related them. Are you fatigued? If you 
are, I will stop ; but if not, I have a little 
more to say about the honesty and truth of 
our witnesses." 

" Oh, go on, go on. Uncle Philip." 
" Let me have your attention, then« or you 
will not understand me. I think these wit- 
nesses of ours were honest, because there are 
some things told by them, about Christ, which 
they never could have written if they had not 
been true." 

« What are they, Uncle Philip ?" 
" I will tell you. When we take up the 
gospels and read about Christ, we do not find 
that the men who wrote those gospels ever 
try to tell us what kind of character Christ 
had. They do not say that he was generous, 
or compassionate, or pious ; but they tell us 
stories about him which show us what sort 
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of a being he was, without their saying any 
thing about it particularly. Let me show 
you what I mean. When we read the story 
of Lazarus, who was dead, and his two 
sisters ; the story does not say that Jesus was 
a man who felt very sorry for everybody who 
was distressed ; and that he rejoiced to go 
and help people out of their troubles, and that 
he had power to bring the dead back again to 
' lifb, and determined to exert it for these poor 
sistert: no such thing: but it just lets us 
know what he did, and leaves us to find out 
for ourselves by putting a great many of his 
actions together in our minds, what sort of a 
being he was. And when, in this way, we 
get together in our thoughts a great many 
things which he did, we find out that his 
character was perfect; we never find him 
doings any thing which we are willing to say 
was wrong. He had fortitude, and calmness, 
and kindness, and dignity, and wisdom, and 
every thing else that is good ; and we see that 
he had all this, and yet these writers never 
have told us all this in so many words. Now 
I will tell you what I think this proves to 



us." 



"What is it, Uncle Philip T 
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" Why, if these men who wrote these books 
had determined to describe in writing the 
character of a perfect being, they could not 
have done it, if their souls had depended on 
it. Very wise and learned men have tried to 
do this very thing, and they were not able ; 
and these apostles were not learned men ; and 
yet, by simply telling us what Jesus did, these 
unlearned men have really described a perfect 
character. Now, how did they manage to do 
it ? They did it without intending it, pimply 
by telling the truth : for if they had made up 
all these stories, just to give Christ a good 
charactet, they would have missed it. Nothing 
in the world is harder for learned and wise 
men, than to describe a man by his actions 
alone, and always to make him act just as 
such a man ought to act Sometimes he 
will be inconsistent. And, to tell you the 
truth, I do not believe that these writers of the 
gospels knew themselves what a perfect char- 
acter they had made for Christ. Now, then, 
just see where we are brought. There are 
two things here, one of which must be true." 
"What are the two things. Uncle Philip?" 
"Why, either these actions which these 
men say Christ did were trufy done by him ; 
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or, these unlearned men have done what the 
learned never could do : they liave mvenied 
a set of stories which exhibit a perfect being, 
when they did not themselves know that they 
were doing it. Now which of these two 
things do you think is true ?" 

"Why, Uncle Philip, it is plain enough 
they never could have made all these stories, 
if learned men could not." 

"Very well: then it must be true that 
Christ really did what they say he did ; and 
if so, they are honest men. 

" Now, my dear children, one thing more, 
and we will stop. You have seen a baptism, 
I suppose ?" 

" Oh yes, sir, often." 

" Who do Christians say commanded bap- 
tism to be administered ?" 

" Why, the Saviour himself, sir." 

" You have seen the Loid's Supper admin* 
istered, too, have you not ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Who commanded that?" 

" The Saviour, sir." 

" Very welL The people in this and all 
Christian countries keep the first day of thi 
week (Sunday) holy, I believe." 
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" Yes, sir." 

" Very good. Now, here are three /ac^"?,— 
baptism, the Lord's Supper, and keeping Sun- 
day holy. All these facts mean something : 
all Christians, from the very beginning, have 
supposed that they did mean something ; and 
they were always a part of their religion 
which they did not dare neglect, and here 
we have these facts among us at this day. 
They have been kept, then, among Christians 
for hundreds of years, and Christians have 
always believed, too, that they had something 
to do in the way of reminding them of this 
Jesus Christ, and of what he did and 3aid. 
Now, will you just tell me, if Jesus Christ 
never lived, nor died, nor rose again, noi 
taught men, nor wrought miracles : if it is al 
a wicked falsehood, how on earth did thes 
strange practices of baptism, ^nd the Lord 
Supper, and Sunday keeping, get footing in i 
world, and keep it so as to be in canwum f 
for eighteen hundred years ?" 

" I cannot tell. Uncle Philip." '• 

'< No, my dear child, nor can any one e 
for he must be a strange man who can be) 
that so many people, in so many difEi 
countries, wide apart from each other, st 



EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 173 

all have agreed together to keep up such a 
parcel of unmeaning ceremonies, and should 
have been able to make all the rest of the 
world think that they were important, wheUi 
in fact, Christianity was all a great falsehood. 
What do you say ?" 

" Oh no, Uncle Philip, it is no falsehood." 
" Very well, then our witnesses were honest 
men. Good-by." 



CONVERSATION XI. 

Uncle Philip talks to the Children about 
Mirades^ and tells them what a Miracle 
is ; and he relates a Story about a Man 
who did not know what Ice was.: and says 
something about a Man named Lfizarus^ 
who was brought back to Life after he was 
dead. 



<'.» 



"Well, my dear children, are you all 

here T 

« Yes, sir." 

*< Sit down, then, and we will go to Susineti. 

p2 
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Suppose we just look back and see what we 
have found out. What say you ?" 

" If you please, Uncle Philip, we will thank 
you to do so. Then we shall know exacdy 
where we are." 

<*Very well, then. We have found out 
these things, I think : — 

'^ I. That about eighteen hundred years ago, 
the people had a New Testament like ours, 
for they copied out of it. 

" II. That these old people said this New 
Testament was written by the same persons 
j^hom we think wrote it. 

" III. That the Testament which those old 
persons had could not have been altered with- 
out its being found out ; so that it has come 
4o^ to us substantially correct. 

^* IV. That the men who wrote this New 
Testament were not crazy about religion, but 
had good common sense. 

" V. That they not only had sense, but 
were gcUsA honest men, who would not tell a 
lie.« . "• 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, I remember we have 
found out all these things." 

" Very good. Now, then, we will just look 
into this New 1 estament to see the things 
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which these men have written there. In all 
I have been saying to you up to this time, I 
have never gone to the New Testament, ex- 
cept to show you merely what words were 
written there. I have never talked to you as 
if those words were certainly true, because I 
had not proved that they were true. BUttiow 
I have proved it ; so we have a right now to 
believe the stories which are told there. Do 
you understand me T 

" Oh, yes, sir ; when Mary read out of the 
Scriptures, it was just to show us tint the 
words which she read were the same as thd , 
words in ywu^^d books ; and whether they 
were true or nol^m^de no difference then : 
you did not tell us thSt'Hi)^ were tnu^ but 
merely that they were the same." - » 

" Exactly so ; but now I have shown you 
that my witnesses were men of sense and 
honesty ; so now we will take their story as 
tnie. When, then, I open this New Testa- 
ment, my children, I read there that Christ 
did some very wonderful things." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, and I know what they 
are called." 

"What?'' 

" They are called miracles, sir." 
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^ Yes ; and a miracle must be done by th< 
power of a being who is greater than a mas 
is : a man cannot work a miracle by his own 
power. Now these witnesses of ours tell ni 
that Christ did perform miracles, and you 
know we have already found out that they 
were sensible, honest men, who tell the truth.'' 

« Yes, sir." 

'< Then this is a/ac^, the thmgs were done. 
Now I ask you, why do you suppose sudi 
ironderful works were performed?" 

<< Why, Uncle Philip, I do not know, unless 
it was to show that Christ, who did them, had 
more power than any man had." 

*' Precisely the true reason. But why shouk 
he show that he had more power ?" 

'^ I suppose it was to show that Crod hs 
something to do with the business." 

^^ Very good : but why show that God b 
something to do with it ?" 

"Why, Uncle Philip, if God did reaUy 
these wonderful things, or help any one to 
them ; then it will prove that Grod was on 
side of the miracles." 

" Well, now, if v/hat Christ told the ^ 
was not true, would he have been ab' 
work any miracles V 
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^'No, sir; for God would never work a 
miracle to make the world believe something 
that was not true." 

" Then you think that these miracles show 
that what Christ said was the truth, and that 
he proved it was the truth by the miracles V 

« Yes, sir." 

"But we know that the witnesses who tell 
us what Christ said were honest men, and 
tell us the truth ; and if Christ did work mira* 
cles, will it not prove that what they tell ot 
is the truth of God ?" 

« Yes, sir, it will." 

" Very well, then ; if these men tell us the truth 
of God, and if they, too, work miracles to prove 
it, as they did, they must have learned it from 
God himself: He must have put it into their 
minds. They could not have received it from a 
man, for man did not know it : and if they 
learned it from God, my children, then our 
witnesses were inspired.^ 

"What do you mean by inspired. Uncle 
Philip ?" 

" I mean, that God put it into their minds 
and thoughts what to write." 

" Then, Uncle Philip, when we read the 
New Testament, it is the same thing as if we 
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^And 3rou would say right enough: but 
ippose, again, he should say, < I will prove 
lat God did tell me, for I will do something 
hich no man can do, unless he has Gkxl's 
>wer to help him ; I will bring a dead man 
ick to life ;' what would you think then ?" 

"I should think that if he did raise the 
98d man to life God had helped him." 

"Now, would God help him to prove a 

" I see it now. Uncle Philip : if he raised 
le dead man, just to prove that God had sent 
im to tell me something ; and if he told me 
lat this was what he did it for, and that God 
tve him all the power he had; I should 
low that God did send him ; and so I would 
)lieve what he told me." 
" Now you have it : so now you see how 
uch proof there is in a miracle, I hope." 
" Yes, sir, I do. It is certain proof" 
" Yes, indeed, the most certain of all proof, 
id that is the very reason why some men, 
bo do not love the New Testament, have 
id that a miracle never could be proved." 
'^ And why not, Uncle Philip ? I am sure 
at if I should see you raise up a dead man, 
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I could tell of that as well as of any thing 
else." 

" To be sure you could : but I will tell you 
what these men say about it. They say that 
if I should come and tell them a wonderful 
story about a dead man being brought back 
to life, it would be nothing but my ex- 
perience of what I had seen; and as they 
never had any such experience, that therefore 
their experience would kill mine : they would 
just put theirs against mine, so that what I 
told them would prove nothing.". 

"Why, Uncle Philip, that seems foolish 
enough ; for it is just the same thing as saying 
they would not believe you, because they did 
not see it themselves." 

" Precisely the same thing ; and it is foolish 
enough. Why everybody believes ten thou- 
sand things which he never saw himself. 
Were yo!i ever in England ?" 

" No, sir." 

" Well, do you think or believe that there 
is no such place as England, because you 
never saw it?" 

" Why, we are Sure there is such a place, 
for you have told us about it, and we believe 
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you just as much as if we had been there our- 
selves." 

'< I know it ; and you act wisely, too. I 
will tell you a story. Many years ago, a 
gentleman was sent from this very place 
(England) as an ambassador to a king who 
lived somewhere in the East." 

'< Stop, Uncle Philip ; what is an ambassa* 
dor?" 

'' An ambassador is a person who is sent 
by one king or nation to another king or 
nation, to carry some message from one to the 
other, or to do some business fof the king or 
people who sent him." 

''Go on, Uncle Philip, I understand it 
now." 

" Well, then, the country of this Eastern 
king was so warm that water never froze 
there. One day, when he was talking with the 
ambassador about EIngland, the ambassador 
happened to tell him that sometimes, in his 
country, water became so hard that people 
walked on it. The king, who never had 
seen ice in his life, laughed at the story^ and 
never would believe one word of it; fer, said 
he, all my experience is the other way. When 
the ambassador went back to JESngUt^uA. 

Q. 
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told the people there this story, everybody 
laughed at the Eastern king, for they knew 
very well that there was such a thing as ice, 
though the king had never seen it." 

^ Yes, and that story shows how foolish it 
is not to believe a thing unless you can see it 
for yourself." 

" So it does. But now let us go on. There 
are a great many miracles spoken of in the 
New Testament. There are about forty 
which the book says Christ performed. Now 
we cannot speak of them all; it would take 
too much time. So let us just take the story 
of one, and talk about that : let us see whether, 
as these witnesses tell the story, it is not 
plain that there was a real miracle." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, that will be a very 
good way ; for if Christ did one, it is plain 
that he could do more." 

" So I think. One is as good for proof as 
a hundred would be. Now which shaU I 
take?" 

^' Take one about raising a dead person to 
life, for we have been talking about that al- 
ready, you know." 

" Very good. Then I shall takei \he miracle 
of Christ's raising Lazarus from jthe dead. I 
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think that when w^ get the story from our 
witnesses, we shall see that there could be no 
mistake in the matter. I shall take it as St. 
John tells it. This Lazarus, then, it seems, 
lived with his two sisters, in a little village 
named Bethany, about two miles from the 
City of Jerusalem Christ, with his disciples, 
was in another part of the country ; he was 
in Galilee, beyond the river Jordan, a place 
which was at some distance from Jerusalem. 
While he was there he received a message 
from the sisters of Lazarus, sent to let him 
know that their brother was sick. He re- 
mained where he was two whole days after he 
received this message ; and then he told his 
disciples that Lazarus was dead. He sets out 
for Bethany ; and when he gets there, he finds, 
not only that he is dead,, but that he has been 
buried /owr days : when he gets to the house 
of- Lazarus, he finds there a large number of 
Jews who have gone in to comfort these poor 
sisters. Now let us stop here for a few 
moments : I wish to show you that in this 
business there was no trick. Did Christ teli 
his disciples that Lazarus was dead!" 
« Yes, sir." 
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^And did the Jews who were comfortiiig 
these sisters love Christ ?" 

« No, sir.'' 

"Very well, then. If, insteadof really raisinf 
Lazarus, he meant by a trick to make them 
believe that he did it, let us see what he 
has done : he has caught himself; for, in the 
first place, he told his own followers that the 
man really was dead ; and there they are to 
eee all that he does ; now if he does not trtdjf 
bring him back to life when he tries to do it, 
his followers will not believe him any more, 
and so he will lose them. Am I right ?" 

" Yes, sir.** 

" And he has put it out of his power to At 
eeive them by any trick, for here he hf 
waited several days, and then brought the 
to the very place where many of his ei 
itaies are assembled, watching him narron 
and ready enough to find out the trick, if tF 
should be one. Am I right, again T 

" Yes, sir." 

" Very well, then ; it is my opinion, tl 
he had iQly trick in the matter, he ha 
them in the way of finding it out. N 
us go on. As if these Jews were not 
to watch him closely enough, he a 
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draws their notice by his conduct. He is very 
sorry, and weeps, and the Jews begin to whis- 
per to one another that he has not any power, 
for that if he had he would not have let 
Lazarus die. So now they are ready to watch 
him more closely still. Now we come to an- 
other thing: Lazarus was really (lead, for 
when they ail came to the grave, the sisters 
said that his body must be decaying, and that 
it would be offensive to smell. So that they 
all agreed he was dead. But, as if there were 
not enough already to make them watch him 
closely, he tells them to take the stone off from 
the grave. Now just think, my children, of 
all these things. Here they were, all stand- 
ing around the grave, waiting to see what 
was to be done. Some were friends, and 
some were enemies ; and . here was the very 
being of whom these very Jews had heard so 
much, about to do one of his wonderful works 
before their own eyes ; so that now they had 
a chance to see for themselves. Now tell me, 
do you believe that all these people.. gave no 
attention to what was going on befocii. them P 
•' Ah,^ Uncle Philip, I know that if I had 
been there, I should have watched with all 

the eyes I had." 

^2 
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^ Yes, and so did they. But let ns go on 
with the story. After the stone was taken 
away, he says, ' Lazarus, come forth !' and 
St. John says, < He that was dead came forth.' 
Now what trick eould there be here ? He 
never used his hands at all : he did nothing 
but speak." 

" Uncle Philip, if the story is truly told, 
thert was no trick in it." 

<< Well, we have already found out that it is 
truly told : but there is more proof still. To 
give these very Jews, who were the neigh- 
bours of Lazarus, a full opportunity to judge 
for themselves whether Lazarus was really 
alive, he lets them with their own hands take 
off his grave-clothes. Now just suppose that 
some one whom you knew very well should 
die, and you should look upon his corpse, and 
then go to his funeral, and see him put into 
the grave ; and suppose you had gone back 
to the house, and seen all his brothers and 
sisters weeping, and should have tried to 
comfort them: and then suppose, again, that 
you had gone four days afterward and stood 
by his grave, and when he was called, should 
have seen your friend, whom you had alwajrs 
Jhnown, come forth) and should have helped 
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with your own hands to take off his grave- 
clothes : tell me, do you think that all this 
could have been a trick, and that you were 
mistaken in all these things?" 

" Never, Uncle Philip, never." 

" Well, if to your own opinion about this 
thing, everybody else who was at that grave 
with you added theirs, and thought just as 
you did, would you have any doubts V^ 

« No, sir." 

." And if other people who were not at the 
grave with you, and who did not like to be- 
lieive such a strange thing, should know 
your friend, and when they saw him alive 
again should give up, and think that you were 
right, would you not think yourself to be crazy 
if you doubted?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Well, we have not done yet. None of the 
people who lived at the same time with Laz- 
arus ever pretended to deny that he was 
raised from the dead. St. John tells us that 
many of the Jews who were at the grave, 
when they saw this wonderful thing which 
Christ did, * believed on him.' " 

" And who could help it, Uncle Riilip?" 

** Some did help it. The teal oi xJaa 
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went and < told the chief-prieMsmidFhariseei 
what they had seen ;' but not On^ told them, 
that it was all a lie. These chief-priests and 
Pharisees would have contradicted it if they 
could, but they did not dare do it ; too many 
people had seen it. They were very angry ; but 
thffy did not dare have this thing examined 
dosely: they were afraid it would only be 
proved more and more plainly still. The 
people in the large city of Jerusalem had 
heard of this wonderful thing, and they were 
talking about it : and the chief-priests were 
so angry that they determined, if they could, 
to kill Jesus for this thing. St. John tells us 
that they said, ' What do we, for this man 
doth many m^iracles : if we let him atone, all 
meti will believe on him.^ Is not the proof 
pretty strong ?" 

" Oh yes, sir, very strong." 

" Well, there is more yet, my dear children. 
Everybody who heard the story would, you 
know, wish to see this Lazarus who had beeu 
brought to life. Now hear what the story 
says about that : ' Much people of the Jews 
knew that he (Jesus) was at Bethany, and 
they came from Jerusalem thither, not for 
Jesus' sake only, but thai, they might se$ 
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LazaruSy i^Aoai A^ hcid raised from the dead. 
But the chief-priests consulted, that they might 
put Lazarus to death, because that by reason 
of him many of the Jews went away and be- 
lieved on Jesus.' Now, my dear children, had 
not these people a good opportunity of in- 
quiring all about it?* 

« Yes, sir." 

^ And would they believe such a strange 
thing, if it were not true, when by believing it 
they knew that they would make the chief- 
priests angry with them ?" 

« I think not. Uncle Philip." 

"More still. These Jews who were at the 
grave told the people in the city, and when 
Christ entered Jerusalem, this is what St 
John tells us happened : — ' The people there- 
fore that were with him, when he called Laz- 
arus out of his grave, and raised him from 
the dead, bare record. For this cause, the 
people met him, for that they heard he had 
done this miracle. The Pharisees, therefore, 
said among themselves. Perceive ye how ye« 
prevail nothing? the world has gone after 
kimP 

^ Then, Uncle Philin, it seems as if all the 
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people in Jerusalem believed that he had 
raised Lazarus." 

" Yes : and do you suppose that if the chief- 
priests had possessed the smallest opportunity 
of raising a suspicion that it was all a trick, 
they would not have done it ?" 
" Done it ! certainly they would." 
" So I think ; and we should have had their 
story here, just as we have it related in the 
history of Christ's resurrection, where they 
tried to prove it was all a trick. So now, 
what say you to this story of raising Lazarus ?" 
" Why, that there was no trick about it." 
" Very well, then it was ti^e. If true, it 
was miraculous. If miraculous, then God 
sent our Saviour. If God sent him, then what 
he told his disciples was from, God, If it 
was from God, then what they wrote is the 
Word of God. If the New Testament be the 
Word of God, then it is all true ; and there is 
the rule which God has given us to walk by. 
Good-by, my dear children : we will have one 
talk more when you come again." 
« Good-by, Uncle Philip." 



CONVERSATION XII. 

Ufide Philip talks with the Children about 
Prophets and Prophecies^ which the Jews 
had about Christ many hundred years be- 
fore he came. He tells them some very 
strange things about the City of Jerusalem^ 
and teaches them a short Prayer; after 
which they get a Cake and go home. 

" Well, my dear children, I am happy to 
see you all here. I have been fearful, more 
than once, that you would become weary of 
our conversations on the truth of Christianity. 
I know that they compel you to think ; and 
perhaps you would like stories of animals, or 
of my travels, or of our own country better. 
After to-<[ay, then, we will take up some of 
these subjects. We have come now to our 
last conversation about the Christian religion, 
and the subject is so important that I hope 
you will endeavour to remember all that I 
have said," 
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" We will, Uncle Philip ; and we think that 
we understand you as far as you have gone.** 

" Very good : you will not be troubled to 
understand what I am now about to say. 
Do you know what prophecy means ?" 

" Yes, sir. When a person tells of what 
will happen, a long time before it does happen, 
that person is called a prophet, and what he 
lells is called bis prophecy." 

" True. And if the thing really happens, 
as he said it would, it will prove, — what?" 

"Why, that he told the truth; and, that 
somehow or other, he knew beforehand what 
would happen." 

"How could he know beforehand? Can 
pou tell what will happen fifty years from this 
time?" 

« No, sir." 

" Can any being tell ?" 

"Yes, sir; God can tell, for he knows 
every thing ; and no other being but God does 
know." 

" Very good : then if a man tells truly what 
will happen, God must have put it into bis 
mind ; for no being but God knew any thing 
about it. Is this so ?" 

** Yes, sir ; it seems to be so." 
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^It certainly is so, my children. And 
therefore when men tell truly, a long time 
beforehand, what will happen, it is proof that 
Crod is on the side of what they say } for if he 
did not help them, they could never tell.'' 

" That is plain enough. Uncle Philip." 

"Very well, then ; it shows, too, that what 
they say is on the side of truth, for God would 
never help any man to prove a lie, you 
know." 

" Certainly not, sir." 

" Now, then, into how many parts is the 
Bible divided?" 

" Two, sir ; the Old Testament and the New 
Testament." 

" Right : and who had the Old Testament 
before the New was made ?" 

" Why, you said, sir, that it was all the 
Bible that the Jews had." 

" Yes. The Jews had the Old Testament. 
Now this Old Testament has a great many 
books in it, just as the New has : and some 
of these books were written by prophets, and 
in them they tell of a great many things 
which were to happen long after they were 
dead." 

" Yes, Uncle Philip, I know \5aa TASCfii^ tit 
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tome of those prophets. There was one 
named Isaiah, and another named Jeremiakj 
and there was Ezekiel, and Amos, and Zieeba- 
riah, and a great many othera." 

<<That 18 all true. Now, among other 
thhigs which these prophets wrote was some- 
thing about a great personage who was to 
come, and be distinguished among the Jews : 
he was to deliver them from their troubles, 
and many things were to happen to him, and 
they called him the Messiah.^ 

^ And what does that word mean. Uncle 
Philip?" 

" One who is sent as a messenger or an 
, mnbassador. I told you what an ambassador 

W 

« Yes, sir." 

<< Well, the Jews always believed that this 
great personage would come, as their prophets 
had said he would ; and as it is written by 
them in the Old Testament that he wou)d : 
and now I wish to show you that there are 
certain things written by these prophets of 
the Jews about their Messiah, which have 
happened exactly as they said, to our Ckriti: 
and no history in the world mentions wj 
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Other person to whom such things did happen, 
except our Christ." 

*' Then you think, Uncle Philip, that our 
Christ was their Messiah ?" 

" I have no doubt of it." 

<' Uncle Philip, will you tell us how long 
before they happened, were the things written 
by these prophets about the Messiah ?" 

'< They were written at different times ; but 
all of them hundreds of years before Christ 
came." 

''Stop, Uncle Philip, stop, if you please. 
There is one thing which I have just thought 
of, and I should like to know something 
about it." 

"What is it?" 

"Why, you know that after a thing had 
happened, men might write a book, and say 
in it that such a thing would happen, and 
then pretend that their book was very old, 
and written hundreds of years before the thing 
took place." 

" They might, possibly : but it would be 
very diflSicult for any man to write a book 
now, and then make people believe that it was 
many hundred years old. But in this case 
we are very sure that the books of the ^rQ^h&\& 
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were written long before Christ came. Re- 
member that these very books were a part of 
the Jewa^ Bible, and therefore they took the 
greatest possible care of them. They even 
counted the words and the letters in them, to 
prevent people from changing them in any 
way : and even now, at this very day, there 
are Jews with these very same books in their 
possession, and they take the greatest care of 
tfiem. So that I think we may be certain 
they are right : for the Jews would not alter 
them ; and if Christians had tried to do it, so 
as to put in a prophecy after the thing had 
happened, they would have been found out by 
the books which the Jews had." 

" I see it now. Uncle Philip. The Jews 
had these books before Christ came, and have 
them yet ; so that Christians could not get 
hold of them to alter them." ^ 

" Yes. And now, to make these prophecies 
plainer, and to show you that the things 
mentioned in them did happen to Christ, I 
last night wrote them down by the side of 
each other, on a piece of paper, and Susan 
Markham may read them for us. Here they 
are, Susan." 
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(Susan reads) 
I. It was foretold where the Messiah should 
be born. 



PRQPHKCY. 

Thou Bethlehem, Ephra- 
tah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come 
forth nnto me, that is to be 
niler in Israel Micah v. 2. 



FIILFILMKIfT. 

And Joseph went up firom 
Galilee with Mary, his espous- 
ed wife, unto Bethlehem ; and 
while they were there, sbt 
brought forth her first bom 
son. Luke zi. 4-6. 



II. It was foretold that Messiah should be M 



Prophet. 



1 will raise them up a pro- 
phet from among their breth- 
ren like unto thee. Deuter- 
onomy zyiii. 18. 



The woman saith unto him, 
Sir, I perceive that thou art a 
prophet. John iv. 19. 

A great prophet is risen up 
among us. John vL 14. 

This is, of a truth, that pro- 
phet which should come into 
the world. John vii 40. 



m. It was foretold that Messiah should 
begin to preach in Galilee. 



In Galilee, of the natioDS,the 
people that wa&ed in darkness 
have seen a great hght. Isaiah 
ix. 1, 2. 



Now, when Jesus had heard 
that John was cast into prison,- 
he departed into Galilee, and be 
gan to preach, &c. Matthew 
iT. 12-17. 



IV. It was foretold that Messiah should be 
betrayed hy one of his own followers for thiri 

»:2 
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pieces of silver ; and that with this money the 
potter's field should be purchased. 



Yea, mine own familiar friend, 
in whom I trusted, who did eat 
of my bread, hath lilted up his 
heel against m& Psalm zli. 9. 

So they weighed fon my 
price thirty pieces of mkna, 
Zechariah xi. 12. 

And the Lord said unto me, 
cast it unto the potter: a goodly 
price that I was prized at of 
them ! And I took the thirty 
pMces of silver, and cast them 
to the potter in the house of the 
Lord. Zechariah xi 13. 



Then Satan entered into Jo- 
das, being one of the twelve 
Luke zxii. 3. 

And they covenanted with 
him for thirty pieces of silver. 
Matthew xxvL 15. 

And the chief-priests took 
the silver, and bought with 
.tibem the potter's field, to bury 
sbangersiiL Matthew xxviL 7. 



V. It was foretold that Messiah should 
suffer pain and ignominy, 

Pilate took Jesus and sooor' 
ged him. John xix. 1. 

The soldiers platted a crown 
of thorns and put it on his head : 
and they smote him with their 



They pierced my hands and 
my feet. Psalm xxii. 16. 

I gave my back to the smi- 
ters. Isaiah 1. 6. 



I hid not my £iice from shanNI^ 
and spitting. Isaiah 1. 6. 



hands. John xix; 2, 3. 

And they spit upon Siim, and 
smote him on the head. Mat- 
thew xxviL.BQ.. Mark xv. 19. 



YI. It was foretold that Messiah should be 
mocked and derided. 

AUtheythatseemelaughmef While Christ "Wss on the 
to scorn ; they shoot out the Hp, -erat%. they passed by deriding 
saying, He trusted in God that him,iragging their heads, and 
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he would deliver him ; let him 
deliver him, seeing he delighted 
in him. Psahn zxiL 7. 8. 



saying, He trusted in God, let 
him deliver him now, if he will 
have him. Matthew xxviL 38, 
43. Mark xv. 29. Luke xxiiL 
35. 



YII. It was foretold that Messiah should 
have vinegar offered him to drink ; and that 
his vesture should be disposed of by lot, and 
his garments divided. 



In my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink. Psalm Izix. 
21. 



They part my garments 
among them, and cast lots upon 
my vesture. Psalm xxiL 18. 



And straightway one of them 
ran, and took a sponge, and filled 
it with vinegar, and put it o» a 
reed, and gave him to drink. 
Matthew xxvii. 48. 

They parted his garments, 
casting lots upon theuL Mark 
XV. 24. 

Then the soldiers took his 
garments and made four parts, 
to every soldier a part. John 
xix.2a. 



VIII. It was foretold of Messiah that not a 
bane of him should tavbroken, and that he 
should be pierced. 

He keepeth all liii bones, not I When they came to Jesus, 
one of them is broken. Psahn and saw that he was dead ^. 
^rr\v . 20. ready, they brake not his legs 

John xix. 33. 

They shall Ux* upon me But one of the soldiers with 
whom they have pierced, a ipear pierced his side. John 
Zechariah xiL 10. xix. 34. 
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" Well, my children, these passages will be 
fufficient, I hope, to show you how what the 
prophets had said should happen to their 
Messiah, did really happen to our Saviour, 
Christ ; and I could show you a great many 
more." 

" Uncle Philip, in how many cases would 
what they wrote about their Messiah agree 
with what happened to Jesus ?" 

<<In about a hundred cases: and it is a 
very remarkable thing that there should be 
such a wonderful agreement, if these things 
were not really meant of Christ. One or 
two, or even more, things might have hap- 
pened to him, which would agree with what 
the prophets had foretold ; but I cannot think 
that if he were not the person meant, one 
hundred things would have been found in his 
life to fit so exactly with the prophets' wri- 
tings. But there are more prophecies of an- 
other kind, if you would like to hear them." 

« What are they. Uncle Philip r 

"Why, our Saviour was a prophet himself, 
and there are many things which he foretold, 
written in the New Testament; and they 
happened just as he said they would. Would 
jrou like to hear a few of these V 

"Yes, sir." 
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^* He foretold that his disciples would all for* 
sake him. 



The hour cometh, yea, is 
now come, that ye shall be 
scattered every man to his own, 
and shallleave me alone. John 
xvj. 32. 



Then all the disciples forsook 
him and fled. Matthew xxvi. 
56. 



" He foretold that Peter should deny him. 



The cock shall not crow till 
thou hast denied me thrice. 
John ziii. 38. 



Peter said, Man, I know not 
what thou sayest; and imme- 
diately, while he yet spake; tha 
cock crew. Luke zxii. 60. 



" He foretold that after his death, he should 
appear to his disciples. 

The eleven disciples went 
away into Galilee, into a moun- 
tain where Jesus had appointed 



I will see you again. John 
xvi 22. 

After I am risen again, I will 
go before you into Galilee. 
Matthew xxvi. 32. 



them, and when they saw him, 
they worshipped him. Mat- 
I thew xxviii. 16, 17. 

I 

" And so there were a greaf many things 
which he foretold. He said that one of his 
own disciples should betray him : and he told 
them, before it happened, which one it MHOuld 
be ; he told them, also, that he should be put 
to death, and the place of his suffering, also ; 
so, too, he told them by whom he should 
suffer; and that he should be mocked^ aud 
spit on: and every thing Yva^^e^fv^di «&\^ 



\ 
® . ttut there *•» °T ^d tto 

'"^''flfw confess ^^^^"^ 

ae oblige* ^*"^,d« 

he said tbey ^o^%^^ ^mt ^^ jetu- 

aalem. ^^H Lee pAace J«8t *« ^^tthetr 

^/desuoyed^. ^Jd ^^,e %^ J^,^ uap 

«cvv., W"^*^ *;Whei these thmg« 

let us m««« ^^ ^, ^essial 

pen- , . ♦ said that tuatiy 

^ ai. Chnstsaia .^-histo 

'^^''^ '^Cwas a 3e^' '^t/sCthat th 
ujosephasw* ^ y^e te»8 ^^ . ^ tl 
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tude.' There was a man named Theudas, 
who boasted himsdf to be somebody, as the 
New Testament inibrms us: Josephus skyn 
that this man persuaded many of the people 
to take their goods and follow him to the 
river Jordan: he said that Qod had sent 
him, and that he would command the waters 
of the river to divide, and give the people an 
opportunity to pass over on dry ground. And 
he tells us also of many others who pretended 
to be sent of God ; but I suppose these will 
do.^ 

" Yes, sir." 

" 11. Christ said there should be wars and 
commotions. 

'^ Just before Jerusalem was destroyed there 
were terrible wars in the Roman dominions, 
and the quarrels for the place of emperor were 
so great that four emperors were killed within 
eighteen months, as Josephus tells us. Be- 
sides this, where the Jews and people of other 
nations lived together in the same city, they 
rose up and fought each other. At CsBsarea, 
the Jews and Syrians fought, and twenty 
thousand Jews were killed. Josephus says, 
that in every city, the people were divided 
into two armies against each other. Ait Atei:- 
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andria fifty thousand Jews were killed, at 
Damascus ten thousand, and so in other 
places ; the wars were dreadful. 

'< III. Christ said that there should be fam- 
ine and pestilence. 

<< In Acts XX. 28, there is an account of a 
famine whidi was foretold by a man named 
Agabus ; and there are two writers, named 
Suetonius and Tacitus, who tell us that this 
famine took plaee in the reign of Claudius 
Caesar : and Josephus says that a great many 
people in Jerusalem starved." 

" Uncle Philip, were Suetonius and Tacitus 
Christians r 

" Oh no : they did not believe in Christ 
any more than Josephus did. There was 
pestilence too, Josephus says, throughout all 
Judea." 

" Well, Uncle Philip, all this seems to bo 
truly wonderful." 

" Yes ; but I have not done yet, there are 
more wonderful things still behind. 

^<iy. Christ said there should be earth- 
quakes. 

'< There is an old writer named Philostra- 
tus, and he says, that about this time there 
were earthquakes in Crete, and Smjrrnai and 
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Miletus, and Chios, and Samos. Tacitus tells 
us that there was one at Rome about the same 
time ; and he also says, that in the reign of 
Nero (who was one of tlie four emperors 
killed within eighteen months, as I told you), 
the cities of Laodicsea, Hierapolis, and Colosse 
were overthrown ; and the celebrated city of 
Pompeii wa« almost demolished by an earth- 
quake. 

'^ y. Christ said that there should be fearful 
sights and signs from heaven. 

"Now hear what Josephus says: — A star 
hung over the city of Jerusalem like a sword, 
and a comet continued for a whole year. 
When the people assembled in the temple to 
worship at the ninth hour of tbe night, there 
shone so great a light about the altar and the 
temple, that it was as bright as day ; and this 
continued for half an hour. The eastern 
Ifate of the temple, which was of solid brass, 
and so heavy that it required twenty men to 
shut it, though it was &stened by strong 
bars and bolts, opened of its own accord, and 
could hardly be shut again. Before the set- 
ting of the sun, the people over all tbe country 
Maw chariots and armies in the clouds fight- 
jqg. When the priests, at tbe feast of PexL<» 

8 
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tecost, were going at night into the temple, 
they heard a voice, saying. Let us depart 
hence. There was a common countryman 
who ran up and down the streets day and 
night, crying, * A voice from the east, a voice 
from the west, a voice from the four vAnds^ 
a voice against Jerusalem and the temple, a 
voice against the bridegroom and the bride^ 
a voice agaitist all the people.^ The magis- 
trates had him whipped ; but still he cried, 
* Wo, wo to Jerusalem,^ At last, when he was 
crying, ' Wo, wo to the city and the peopkj 
and to the temple ; wo, wo also to myself f 
just as he spoke the last words, a stone fell 
and struck him dead on the spot." 

'' Uncle Philip, these things are most won- 
derful : can they be true ?" 

"They are indeed wonderful; Josephus 
himself says that they are so strange, that 
they would be hard to believe, if there were 
not so many who knew them to be true. I 
believe them for three reasons." 

« What are they, Uncle Philip ?" 

"In the first place, Josephus is a writer of 
good character and credit: he is not com- 
monly supposed to have written falsehoods. 
In the next pla/ce^ in his account of these 
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things he does not hesitate to say that a great 
many people saw them, and knew them to be 
true ; so that he does not seem to fear their 
contradiction. And in the last place, Tacitus 
gives pretty much the same account. This is 
what he says : ' There happened several very 
wonderful things ; armies were seen to rush 
together in the heavens, arms. were glitteriug, 
and suddenly the temple was made bright by 
a light from the clouds; the doors of the 
temple were suddenly thrown open, and a 
voice, greater than human, was heard, saying 
that the gods were departing.' " 

" Well, Uncle Philip, these seem to be very 
good reasons for your belief." 

'' So I think. But suppose these things did 
not happen, even then enough did happen 
which Christ foretold, to leave no doubt in 
our minds. There were many other particu- 
lars which our Saviour mentioned, but wa 
have considered enough. And now, my dear 
children, what do you think of the evidence 
from prophecy?" 

" Ah, Uncle Philip, it is just as plain as any 
which has gone before it." 

" And what do you think of the Christian 
religion now, is it true ?" 
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"Tnie! why, Uncle Philip, I was satisfied 
long imd lon^ ago. Yon have made it plain, 
80 that I coold nnderstand it ; and I, for one, 
am very much obliged to you." 

" Yes, and so ara we all, Uncle Philip." 

"Then, my daftr children, I am very 
thankful. All I wished was, that you should 
know something about it for yourselves, and 
therefore I took such parts of the proofs as 1 
thought might be made plain for you. There 
is a great deal more which might be said, were 
you older : and which would make it plainer 
still, but when you are older, you can read 
large books aliout it, and then you will know 
as much as Uncle Philip does. And now, as 
we have found out that the New Testament 
is true, you must remember these things : — 

" I. Reverence the Word of God. 

« II. Study the Word of God. 

« III. Obey the Word of God. 

" Now, to understand it and obey it, you 
need God's help, which he is willing to give to 
those who will ask it for Christ's sake. There- 
fore, my dear children, if you wish the New 
Testament to be of service to you, you must 
pray that the Holy Spirit would be pleased to 
help you in understanding and obeying it 



EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 209 

Aiid here is a short and beautiful prayer 
which I learned from the prayey-book of the 
Episcopalians: and in this prayei"! think all 
good men will be very willing to join. I al- 
ways like to use it just before I read the Bible. 

'^ ' Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may in such wise hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of thy holy 
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
AmenJ 

" Now go to my housekeeper, old Margaret, 
she has a cake for each one of you, and after 
you get it you may go home.'' 



THE END. 
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